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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
(Iv) 
Introduction 
Malwa is a land of many Charms. It is a region of 
great social and economic Importance. Its strategic and 
commercial significance is Immense. It had always excited 
the cupidity of Its nel^touring and distant states and 
remained a vital link in the arena of expansion of the all 
India empires. Both economically and strategically it must 
be a part of expanding territorial empires and kingdoms. 
Its impulses and pulls of an Independent entity were equally 
assertive and it had spells of regional Independence under 
dynestic rule when It made significant developments In 
industry, trade, cultural arts and social progress and left 
behind indelible marks of cultural glory and self-expression. 
Malwa formed the bridge between the North and the South, 
its region was rich in agricultural production and commercial 
intercourse, its climate bracing, so It became the first 
concern of Akbar after the overthrow of the Regency of Bairam Khan. 
Its strategic, economic and regional factors overwelghed in 
influencing Akbar's decision. The expedition under the 
command of Adham Khan, Pir Mohammed and 'Q-lya Khan was success-
ful and wre ted Malwa from Baz Bahadur whose re-occupation of 
Malwa was dislodged in 1562 and it became a regular province 
of the Onpire till the middle of the 18th century. 
(v) 
The Mughal subah of Malwa was in territorial dimensions 
one of the largest of Akbar's provinces consisting of two 
major regions - Eastern Malwa or Gondwana and Western Malwa, 
The subah varied in extent at different times. In 159^ it 
contained 12 sarkars but in 1665 it had only nine. Malwa was 
attached special importance by virtue of its position of the 
great Mughal route along which armies and caravans marched from 
Delhi to Deccan, the road passing by Dholpur, Gwalior, Mewar, 
Sironj and Handia. 
Regional studies of Malwa during the Mughal period have 
seldomn been attempted. There exists the classical work of 
Raghubir Singh, entitled Malwa in Transition on a Century of 
Anarchy. But it traces the period of decline of the subah 
v»*ien the pulls and pressures of the political arena in the 
Deccan weakened the Mughal hold in Malwa and rapped its vitality, 
resourcefulness and prosperity. Since the publication of this 
work in 1936 new documents have been discovered and fresh 
material come to '^ Ight. So even that portion of the history 
of Malwa has got to be looked afresh and recast to throw 
further light. 
Then there is the great lacuna of a full treatment to 
the history of the subah of Malwa during the ipfj^^&dt 1562-1698, 
I will be studying the history of the subah of Malwa from 
Akbar to Aurangzeb for ray Ph.D. thesis. At the movement I have 
(vi) 
confined my study to the period 1531-1605 which embraces the 
a l l - important reign of Akbar and the various aspec ts , adminis-
t r a t i v e , soc ia l , economic, c u l t u r a l , r e l ig ious t ha t per ta in to 
the period. 
Oiapter I deals with the geographical , topographical and 
s t r a t e g i c a l importance of the subah with necessary deals and 
h ighl ights as to i.ow i t became a centre of a t t r a c t i o n t o the 
expanding powers to covet Malwa. 
Chapter I I discusses the important question of Malwa 
under the su l tanate and i t s transformation into a Mughal 
Province, "^ t deals b r ie f ly with the h i s t o r i c a l landmarks of 
the period under the sul tans of Malwa and the circumstances 
leading to the Mughal conquest. 
Chapter I I I discusses the adminis trat ive s t ruc tu re of 
the subah of Malwa under Akbar under the s e t t i n g of a background 
as i t operated under the sultans of Malwa because the study 
covers i t s f inal phase, 1531-1561. The s t r e s se s and s t r a i n s of 
adminis t ra t ive pu l l s f e l t and remedied by Akbar in the t r a n s -
formation of Malwa to i t s organisat ion as a regular subhah of 
the Mughal Einpire, the de t a i l s of provincia l adminis t ra t ion , 
the regional adjustments, the powers and functions of the 
subahdar and other off icers in charge at the provincia l l eve l , 
the sarkar and pargana l e v e l s , t h e i r duties and functions, t h e i r 
(vil) 
inter-relation and accountability to the central authority and the 
extent of provincial independence of action in matters of 
urgency. The offices of the Nazim, the Diwan, the Bakhshi 
sadr, Mir Adl etc. and of the local administration have been 
scrutinised and analysed. 
Chapter IV discusses the social and cultural develop-
ments in the subhah during the period under review. It 
describes the condition of peasantry, the urban professionals, 
the common man, the state of caste system, the slavery in 
women and children, the position of women, festivals, pastimes, 
recreations, drug addiction, sati, Jauhar, dress and costumes, 
education and literary activity, music and the like in Malwa. 
Chapter V deals with the Economic structure of the 
subah including the state of agriculture, the output of food-
grains and other kinds of produce, the growth of trade and 
towns, forest products, textile manufactures, the exquisite 
fabrics, pottery and glaze-work, minerals, mints and standards 
of general economic prosperity which have been discussed in 
necessary details. 
Chapter VI discusses the mystic movements and silsilahs, 
the contributions of sufi saints to advance the concepts of 
spiritual elevation and human fraternity discarding the petty 
loyalties segregating and disintegrating the social fabric and 
( v i i i ) 
the influence of sufi sa in t s and shrines over the minds of 
people from the p o l i t i c a l e l i t e to the man in the s t r e e t . 
The d i s se r t a t i on i s thus an attempt to study Malwa on 
the eve of the Mughal conquest and as a siihah of the Mughal 
Empire under Akbar and the formative forces and growth of the 
region as a nucleus of growth and i t s further development 
in to fulness and efflorescence. 
The Bibliography at the end wi l l show the extent of 
ray study of the or ig ina l and secondary source mater ia l , A 
more eleborate study with g rea te r ana lys i s , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
with s t a t i s t i c a l quant i f ica t ion wi l l be made in my Ph.D. 
thes is on the subah of Malwa from Akbar to Aurangzeb which 
is under progress. 
CHAPTER - I 
GEOGRAPHICAL, TOPOGRAPHICAL AND STRATEGICAL IMPORTANCE 
On the basis of physiography, historico-cxoltviral r e l a t i o n s , 
p o l i t i c a l background as well as geographical regional character -
i s t i c s , Malwa occupied a d i s t i n c t pos i t i on lying almost in the 
hear t of Hindustan. Before i t s annexation to the Mughal empire 
Malwa was an independent kingdom and had undergone many v i c i s s i -
tudes since i t s foundation by Dilawar Khan Ghuri, Since Malwa 
occiipied a cen t ra l place in the heart land of India geography 
played a key ro le in shaping i t s i n t e r n a l and external p o l i c i e s . 
Hence i t would be proper to emphasise the s igni f icance of topo-
graphical , ecological and economic fac tors in an attempt to study 
the h is tory and s t r a t e g i c uniqueness of Malwa. This would 
explain the v ic i ss tudes of fortune from which Malwa was affected 
during the rule of the su l t ans , and the s p e l l s of occupation by 
Humayun and subsequently under Sher Shah and l a t e r under Akbar, 
Geography and Topography — According to Abul Fazl, the 
Subah of Malwa l i e s between the twenty-second and twenty-f i f th 
degrees of North l a t i t u d e , and the seventy-f i f th and seventy 
eighth of East longi tude, being on the North bounded by Narwar 
and a range of h i l l s , on the South by Baglanah, on the west by 
2 Ajmer and GSuJarat • I t s extent from Nandurbar to Chanderi i s 
1. Dilawar Khan was sent to Malwa as i t s governor in 1390-91 
by Sultan Nasiruddin Muhammad bin Firuz Shah and assumed 
independence in 1401-02. ( F i r i s h t a I I , p ,46 i ; Briggs, IV, 
p.170; Wright, Vol I I , p .24 i ; Comprehensive History of 
India , Vol. V, p .898) . 
2. Ain- i -Akbar i (Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.206. 
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two hundred and t h i r t y kos and from Garh to Banswara i s two 
hundred and for ty- f ive kos. 
2 Malwa proper i s almost a t r i a n g u l a r table land with the 
Vindhyamountains as i t s base. The table land i s almost uniform 
in he ight , varied with small conical and table-crowned h i l l s 
and low ridges and i s about two thousand feet above the sea 
l e v e l , providing a climate v^ich i s sa lubr ious , p leasant and 
invigora t ing. The elevated p la teau i s notable for i t s cool 
n ights in the hot season. The country i s highly f e r t i l e , 
being p r inc ipa l ly covered by the s o i l loca l ly known as mar or 
5 k a l i by the na t i ve s , and "black cot ton s o i l ' by Europeans."^ 
I t var ies in depth and i s usually loamy to clayey in t ex tu re . 
The r i ve r s in Malwa have t h e i r o r ig in in the tab le land and 
flow northwards, except the Narbada which o r ig ina tes in the 
Maikal range and runs from east to west on the south of t h i s 
7 
tableland. The chief r ive r s Chambal, Sipra, g rea t e r and 
Q 
lesser Kali Sind, and Parbati. 
1. Ain-i-Akbari (Tr.) Vol.11, p.206. 
2. Malcolm, Vol.1, p.3. 
3. Malcolm, Vol.1, pp.3-A. 
U, Malcolm, Vol.1, p.7. 
5. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol.XVII, p.100; 
India, A Regional Geography, p.573. 
6. India, A Regional Geography, p.573? Malcolm, Vol.1, p.8. 
7. Malcolm, Vol.1, p.3. 
a. Malcolm, Vol I , p.3» The Imperial Gazetter of India , 
Vol.XVII, p.100. 
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Excepting the North-west, there is a rise towards the 
province of Malwa from all quarters: to the south it is 
elevated one thousand seven hundred feet above the valley of 
the Narbada, or Nimar; and this occurs in a very short distance, 
from the abrupt ascent of the Vindhya mountains, y*iich have 
little declivity towards the North. Though less strongly 
marked to the East and West, there is an equally well-indicated 
ascent over the hilly tracts (branches of the Vindhya) which on 
the East pass Bhopal, and on the west divide this province from 
1 
Gujarat and Mewar. 
Malwa abounds in wild animal life which is to be found 
in the thickly spread forests and in the hilly tracts. Amongst 
the wilder classes inhabiting the hilly and woody tracts, the 
tiger , leopard, bear,wolf, wild dog, antelope, neelgahl or 
white footed antelope, sambre and other deer species were 
numerous.^ 
Adjoining Kingdoas —^  To the south of the tableland lies 
the small plain region of Nimar which was lying between Handia 
in the east and kotra in west with the Vindhya range and the 
Satpura range in the north and the south respectively. The 
1. Malcolm, Vol.1, p.5. 
2. The beloved queen of Emperor Jahangir shot four tigers in 
Malwa \*iile Jahangir himself killed many animals enjoying 
the full hunting pleasure there in Malwa. Tuzat.-i-Jahangiri, 
Vol.1, Vide the account of Malwa. 
5. Malcolm, Vol I, p.9 
4. Malcolm, Vol.1, p. 12. 
-k-
region of Nioar was easily accessible from thesouth by the 
Bahmani Kingdom. The rulers of Malwa, therefore, tried to 
have their control over Nimar as to push their frontier up 
to Satpxira. On the south-east of Nimar was the kingdom of 
Khandesh and the rulers of Malwa rightly tried to make 
khandesh its ally as it to serve as a buffer against the 
Bahmanis of the i^ eccan. On the western region of Malwa 
there stretched hilly tract extending northwards from the 
western extremity of the Vindhya range. The southern 
portion of this tract had the region of Rath and Bagad mostly 
2 inhabited by Bhils, served as a natural boundary for Malwa. 
The region of Rath forms an intermediate step between the 
plains of Gujarat and the elevation of Malwa. "^  The region of 
Bagad is a part of the same hilly tract as Rath and forms a 
sort of barrier between Malwa, on the one side and Mewar and 
Gujarat on the other. Such a location of Bagad attracted all 
the three to have their Jurisdiction over it. On the north of 
Malwa beyond the Mukundra range lies the region of Harauti^ 
mostly populated by Hada Chauhans. As Malwa once had been the 
province of Delhi Sultanate, the Sultans of Malwa felt that 
1. Malcolm, Vol.1, p. 16. 
2. Malcolm, Vol.1, pp.16-17. 
3. Malcolm, Vol.1, pp. 16-17. 
4. Malcolm, Vol.1, p.17. 
5. Malcolm, Vol.1, p.19-
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any power that succeeds in consolidating the Sultanate of 
Delhi would not hesitate to occupy Malwa once again and 
Malwa was easily accessible through Harauti and Khichiwara. 
To secure the loyalty of the petty chiefs of Harauti, the 
rulers of Malwa gave them help and created a number of 
outposts to keep a keen eye over them. 
Then there was the region of Gondwana on the eastern 
side of Malwa, which extended southwardly upto Berar. 
Gondwana had a large tract of jungles and also had a number 
of states adjacent to it of vftiich the iniportant ones were 
Raipur, Ratanpun, Sarguja and Kherla. Kherla was situated 
on the northern border of Berar. Thus the vassalship of the 
chief of Kherla was required due to its strategic position. 
2 
Raipur, Ratanpur and Sarguj^ a were centres of elephants , most 
important in the medieval warfare. The relationship with the 
rulers of Ratanpur, Raipur and Sarguja was estimated on the 
basis that they assured Malwa of a regular supply of elephants, 
for which the extension of overlordship over them was necessary. 
Thas the topographical characteristixss and physical 
features of Malwa proper and bordering and adjoining regions 
and kingdoms respectively presented enormity of problems which 
could be tackled only by following such policy as would meet 
the requirements, 
1. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p.^. 
2. Ain-i-Akbari(Tr.), Vol.1, p.129. 
-6' 
Strategic features and Importance — The strategical 
importance of Malwa was very great. For the defence of the 
kingdom they erected a number of Impregnable forts like Mandu, 
Raisen etc. In the construction of highly defended forts in 
1 
Malwa they were inspired by its unique geological phenomenon. 
The minute observations and scientific survey of the 
forts and fortifications indicate that certain features and 
peculiarities attracted the builders to select the particular 
spot for the construction of these huge and lofty forts. Three 
factors may be discussed as followsl 
Geologically, the surface of rocks where these forts 
were raised are sedimentary rocks which possess a peculiar 
2 
feature in its formation, i. e. they are horizontally bedded. 
This special feature is very useful for supporting the weight 
of any heavy load, for the load usually would be distributed 
on such stirfaces, besides this, they are mostly immovable and 
cannot split-up easily by the shock of earthquake.^ One more 
pectiliarity of this type of rock is that it contains a special 
capacity to withstand the lateral thrust which protects the 
buildings constructed on it from even of the earthquakes due 
to which they had little effect in folding or displacing the 
1. A.P. Singh, p.17. 
2. A.P, Singh, p.20. 
3. A.P, Singh, p.20. 
-7-
1 
original basement of the building. 
Secondly this region has ecaped the weathering of the 
2 
ages that had cut out all the surrounding parts of the land. 
This particular shape is technically known as huge Tors or 
Block of old plateau. This peculiarity has helped the rulers 
to save labour and protected the forts from easy approach of 
the aggressers. The forts of RalSen, Ginnur(Ginnor) possess 
such situations and protections. 
Thirdly in Indian peninsula these multiple block and 
basin faulting have attained isolatic adjustment and hence its 
immunity from major seismic disturbances. 
The fort of Mandu is located on the hills which are 
surrounded by narrow gorges and slopy plateaus.^ This situation 
also played an important role in the protection of the fort 
from the enemy. 
The arrangement of water supply was another necessary 
thing in the building of these forts. Mostly the forts were 
having advanced water supply system. .These were connected 
either with natural lake, river, streams, nallahs or the tanks 
built inside the fort. Ihe techniques applied to the water 
1. A.P. Singh, p.20. 
2. A.P. Singh, p.21. 
3. A.P. Singh, p.21. 
4. A.P. Singh, p.21. 
5. A.P. Singh, p.2V» Ghulam Yazdani, Mandu, p. 1. 
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sv?>ply from the na tura l resources l i k e streams and r i ve r s was 
done by tiro means, i . e . , manual system and syphonic system 
alongwith Persian wheel system. The for t of Mandu p a r t i c u l a r l y 
2 
may be quoted here . 
The construct ion of massive f o r t i f i c a t i o n wal l s , ramparts, 
bastions e tc . on a la rge seale in Malwa was eas i e r because of 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y of rock at p a r t i c u l a r s i t e of s t r a t e g i c 
importance and t h i s encouraged the ru l e r s of Malwa to have 
t h e i r s t r o n ^ o l d s on such na tu ra l ly g i f ted s i t e s . 
Some Important Forts — A few important fo r t s with t h e i r 
s t r a t e g i c importance and e a r l i e r background upto the period 
under review has been discussed here . 
Mandu Fort - Few forts can boast of such a s i t u a t i o n 
as Mandu. I t stands at the top of an offshoot of the Vindhya 
range, r i s ing 2079 feet above the sea leve l and separated 
from the main p la teau of Malwa by a deep rav ine , which i s 
forested with magnificent trees.-^ 
Abul Fazl mentions tha t the fo r t was b u i l t by one Raja 
1. A.P. Singh, p.21. 
2. A.P. Singh, p.21. 
3. Ghulam Yazdanl, Mandu, p.1, James Fergusson, History of 
Indian and Eastern Architecture, Vol.11, 2A6; Percy Brpwn, 
Indian Architecture(The Islamic period), p.6A. 
-9-
•1 
Jal Singh Deva before the time of Raja Bikramajit. By the 
end of the tenth century the fori; was possessed by the 
Pannara rulers of Malwa, Dilawar Khan, the founder of an 
independent Muslim kingdom in Malwa, occupied Mandu and 
Firishta says that he used to visit Mandu from time to time 
2 
to surprise the construction of further fortifications. His 
son Alp Khan(later Hoshang Shah) was already staying there 
for the strengthening of the fortifications of Mandu. 
h 
On March 28, 1531i the for t of Mandu was captured by 
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat. I t f e l l i n t o the hands of Humayun 
in the middle of 1535'« On Humayun*s r e t i r i n g soon a f t e r , the 
for t came into the possess ion of Mallu Khan v^o assumed the 
t i t l e of Qadir Shah and became independent ru ler of Malwa. 
He was ousted by Sher Shah and f i n a l l y i t was captured by 
Akbar's general Adham Khan in 1561; 
1. Ain- i -Akbari (Tr . ) , Vol .11 , p .208; Tuzuk- i -Jahangir i (Tr . ) , 
V o l . 1 , p.364. Abul Fazl mentions an i n t e r e s t i n g s tory 
re lated t o the foundation of the f o r t . 
2 . F i r i sh ta , I I , p . 4 6 i ; Briggs(Reprinted 1981) IV, pp.101-02. 
3. F i r i s h t a , I I , p . 4 6 i ; Briggs, IV, p .102. 
A. Tabaqat-i-Akbari, I I I , p . 2 l 7 ; F i r i s h t a I I , p .530; Zafar-ul -
Walih, p.196; Mirat- i -S ikandari , p .277. 
5. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p .326; The Imperial Gazetteer of 
India, Vol.XVII, p .172. 
6. He was one of the Khanzadas of Malwa. U.N. Day, Medieval 
Malwa, p.329; and was appointed in Mandu by Bahadur Shah 
of Gujarat. Mirat- i -S ikandari , p .323 . 
7. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, pp.339-3^2; The Cambridge History 
of India, Vol. I l l , p. 371. 
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Fort of Raisen — The fort of Raisen stands on the 
northern end of a spur of the Vindhya range. It is situated 
at 23»-23'N and 77*-47E, over a flat undulatory topped horst 
hill.^ Itoe fort had seen great destruction of the fort wall 
at the time of its seige by Sher Shah in 15^3 by bombarding 
2 
cannons and mortars from all sides. 
The fort had a good water supply system and the supply 
to the fort was from tank, lake and reservoir and cisterns. 
The fort has massive and extensive fortification wall 
pierced throu^ nine gateways and intercepted by thirteen 
bastions runs along the top contour of the hill. So impreg-
nable the fort was that after inflicting heavy bombardment, 
Sher Shah had to see the way of diplomatic negotiations. 
Later on, the fort was occupied by the forces of Mughal 
Emperor Akbar. . 
Fort of Chanderi — The hill fort of Chanderi is 
situated 24«-43'N and 78»-2l'E and 1300 feet above the sea 
level over a rising flat topped hill. The fort was entered 
by narrow passes and thus occupied considerable strategic 
importance. 
1. A.P, Singh, p. 144 
2. Qanungo, Sher Shah And His Times, (1964), pp.385-87, 
3. The Imperial Gazetter of India, Vol,X, p. 163» A,P, Singh, 
p.112. 
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-1 
The fort st.ands 23O feet above the town. The fort is 
badly supplied with water, the principal source being the 
2 
kirat Sagar, a tank at the foot of the hill , reached from 
above by a covered way, which at the same time formed the 
weak point in its defences, and greatly assisted the Mughal 
invader Babur in his military exercises and assault upon it 
in 1528^. 
" Below the fo r t of Chanderi i s the town and outer for t 
and below these i s the level road along which ca r t s p a s s " , 
wri tes Babur about chanderi. 
5 
Chanderi came in to the possession of Sher Shah in 1543 . 
Later on I t was captured by Akbar a f t e r the defeat of Baz 
Bahadur and became the head-quarters of a sarkar of the same 
name. 
Fort of Dhar — The land fort of Dhar is situated at 
22»-36N and 75*-18'E over an elevated quadrangular mound to 
the north of modern town of Dhar • For about five centuries, 
Dhar was the capital of the Parmara rulers. The fort of Dhar 
1. The Imperial Gazetter of India, Vol.X, p.163. 
2. Baburnama(Tr.) pp.596-597. 
3. Baburnama(Tr.) pp. 596-597* I.H.Siddlqui, History of Sher 
Shah Sur, p.27»'Rushbrook Williams, An Empire Builder of 
the Sixteenth Century, p.164. 
4. Babumama (Tr. ), p. 592. 
5. Qanungo, Sher Shah And His Times, pp.385-386. 
6. A.P. Singh, p.152r 
1 
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played an important defensive ro l e during t h i s period. I t 
was occupied, by Muhammad bin Tughlaq on attaining vic tory over 
the forces of the Paramajia chief. After the defeat a t the 
hands of Muzaffar Shah, the Sultan of Gujarat, Hoshang Shah, 
the Sultan of Malwa had taken s h e l t e r ins ide the fo r t of Dhar. 
In 1561-62 during the conquest of Malwa, Dhar f e l l in to the 
hands of Akbar. 
The for t of Oiar i s not so extensive as other land and 
h i l l fo r t s of Malwa. The large space within the for t was 
su f f i c i en t for encampment of mi l i t a ry and storage of arms and 
ammunitions. The outer area occupied by outwork might have 
been u t i l i s e d for the mi l i t a ry pujrposes alongwith the guard-
rooms ra ised a t the gates . 
Thus occupying such a fine geographical s i t u a t i o n , Malwa 
has always remained a region of grea t s t r a t a ^ importance, 
forming a bridge between the North and the South and eagerly coveted 
by expanding powers. All the mi l i t a ry routes t o the Deccan 
2 passed t h r o u ^ i t . The routes to Gujarat and t o the sea-por ts 
on the western coast had t h e i r way through Malwa? ^or s t r i k i n g 
a t Rajputana, Gondwana or Berar, Malwa afforded an excel lent 
mi l i t a ry base . 
1. Tabaqat- i -Akbar i , I I I , p..290; F i r i s h t a . I I , p.462. Shihab 
Hakim does not mention t h i s b a t t l e and the defeat of 
Hoshang Shah. 
2. Raghubir Singh, p. 10 
3. Raghubir Singh, p.10 
4. Aujpangzeb, V, p . 381. 
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Malwa was the f i r s t concern of Akbar af te r the overthrow 
of the Regency of Bairam Khan. The expedition under the 
commands of Adham Khan, Pir Muhammad and Qiya Khan was success-
ful and wrested Malwa from Baz Bahadur whose re-occupation of 
Malwa was dislodged in 1562' and i t became a regular province 
of the Bnpire t i l l the middle of the eighteenth century. The 
s t r a t e g i c importance of Malwa increased more during the time 
of Aurangzeb tha t he made i t a point to appoint t o i t s governor-
ship e i t he r some pr ince of Royal blood or some more t r u s t e d 
2 
of f icer . 
Besides such strategic importance Malwa had many beautiful 
and big cities and towns which were big trade centres and a 
few like UJJain and Dhar were having great religio-cultural 
background. Few of the cities and towns are described here. 
Mandu — Information so far available about Mandu prior 
to the establishment of the independent kingdom of Malwa in 
1401 is extremely meagre. But for nearly one hundred and sixty 
year«, from 1401 to*156l, save for a brief intervals, it was 
the capital of the independent kingdom of Malwa, and was then 
called Shadiabad, the city of ;)oy. According to Sir John 
Marshall, among the fortress cities of India Mandu is most 
magnificient. 
1. Akbamama, II, p. 261. Abul Fazl mentions the final 
annexation of Malwa in the events of seventh regnal year, 
reckoned officially as beginning on March 11, 1562; U.N. Day, 
Medieval Malwa, pp.346-47. 
2, Manucci, II, p.430. 
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1 
Abul Fazl describes Mandu as a large city of Malwa. 
2 
The circumference <6f its fort is 12 kos. The city locates 
on the level top of,a hill and is everywhere defended by deep 
gorges and inaccessible cliffs, Mandu abounds in water 
supply as there are many tanks and springs in it, as well as 
never-falling wells of abundant and sweet water , The city 
was impregnable and can only be subdually reducing the garriso 
to starvation level". Monserrate writes that Mandu was fairly 
developed and the structure was raised by the Musalmans. In 
1^5 an Qiglish traveller Ralph Fitch visited Mandu mentions 
that the prosperous city of Mandu with stone fortifications 
and numerous magnificant palaces and other buildings was 
7 
declining . 
> • 
The climate is mild and bracing, and after the rains the 
vendure presents a spectacle the grandeur of which it is 
difficult to depict. Indeed to an Emperor with aesthetic sense, 
like Jahangir, there was 'no place so pleasant in climate and 
o 
so pretty in soenerxy as Mandu in the rainy season'. 
1. Aln-i-Akbarl (Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.208 
2. Aln-l-Akbari(Tr.), Vol.11, p.208 
3. Monserrate, pp.15-16 
4. Monserrate, p. 16. 
5. Monscerrate, p.16 
6. Monserrate, p.16 
7. Ralph Fi tch, Early Travels , pp.140-41, Ain- i -Akbari (Tr . ) , 
Vol.11, p.208; The Imperial Gazetteer of India , Vol,XVII, 
p.172. 
8. Tuzuk- i -Jahangir i (Tr , ) , Vol I , p .383. 
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Akbar v i s i t e d Mandu four t imes in t h e course of h i s 
m i l i t a r y campaigns in the Deccan . At Mandu Akbar r e c e i v e d 
2 i n marr iage the daughter of Mubarak Shah, r u l e r of Khandesh . 
The most convenient r o u t e t o Mandu i s v i a Dhar, which i s 
t h i r t y - f o u r mi les by the d i r e c t road from Mhow and t h i r t y 
from Indore . 
Chanderi — Chanderi was a l a r g e and densely popu la ted 
c i t y . I t had 14000 houses , 384 marke t s , 360 s a r a i s and 1200 
mosques . All houses i n Chanderi whether of h igh o r low, a r e 
b u i l t of s t one^ . The r i c h peop le l i v e d in w e l l - c a r v e d houses 
whi le t h e people of the lower c l a s s e s l i v e d in uncai*ved houses . 
The houses were convered in with s t o n e - s l a b s i n s t e a d of with 
7 
ea r then t i l e s . 
Chanderi was a l e ad ing c i t y of Malwa which was a r i c h 
and f l o u r i s h i n g commeriial c e n t r e . I t has long been famous 
fo r t h e manufacture of d e l i c a t e muslims and expor ted i t t o 
Delhi®. 
1. Ghulam Yazdani, Mandu, p . ! D . R , P a t i l , Mandu, p . 14. 
2," Akbamama, V o l . 1 1 , pp. 230-31* Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh,Vol. I I , 
p . 69. 
3. Ghulam Yazdani, Mandu, p . 3 . 
4 . Baburnama(Tr.) , p . 5 9 7 ; A i n - i - A k b a r i ( T r . ) , V o l . 1 1 , p ,207 . 
5. Babumama(Tr . ) , p . 597. 
6. Babumama(Tr . ) , p . 597 
7 . Babumain(Tr.) , p . 597 
8. S.Abul Hai , I n d i a During Muslim Rule , p . 7 0 . 
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Babur writes that Chanderi was having much running 
water round about it and praises as excellent and pleasant 
drinking the water of the river Betwa which was six miles 
1 
from Chanderi . 
The Shaikhzadas of Chanderi were of Indian origin. 
They had planted vast gardens of fruits and flowers and 
2 
thus become the proprietors of gardens , 
U.1.1ain —- UJjain which has always been renowned among 
HindxiS for its sanctity^ is situated on the right bank of 
the sacred river Sipra and occupies the central situation in 
Malwa of which it is the traditional capital. In early times 
L 
it was known as Avanti . 
It was sacked by Iltutmish in 1235 and from this time 
Uodain remained a Muslim possession till the eighteenth 
century. 
There was a belief among the Hindus that once in a 
year at an uncertain time the water of the river Sipra turns 
into milk . 
1. Babumama (Tr. ) , pp. 596-97. 
2. Waqiat-i-Mushtaqi, ff.64b-65a. 
3. Tuzuk- i -Jahangir l (Tr . ) , Vol .1 , p.35A, Jahangir wri tes 
that 'UJJaln i s one of the seven es tabl ished places of 
worship of the HindusJ 
4. The Imperial Gazetteer of India , Vol.XXIV, p.113 
5. Ain-i-Akbari(Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.196; Tuzuk- i -Jahangi r i (Tr . ) , 
Vol .1 , pp.354-55. 
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UJJain was a lso the centre of the Jains and there was 
one great Sanyasi of the name of Jadrup. Jahanglr met Jadrup 
in 1617 and had a conversation with him . Jahangir wri tes 
t h a t Akbar saw him in a j j a i n , while re turning to Agra af te r 
the conquest of the fort of Asir, and always remembered him 
well . 
3 
The c i ty of Ujo®iri suffered from a great flood . At 
the end of June 1589 i t witnessed an excessive r a i n f a l l for 
th ree days. The r i v e r Sipra rose very high and both the 
lakes of the c i t y overflowed. 1,700 houses were washed away 
and there were la rge casual t ies of animals. Fortunately, the 
loss of human l i f e was not great . 
The coins of gold, s i l v e r and copper were issued from 
5 
the mint a t UJjain during the reign of Akbar . 
Ehar — The town of Ehar was the ancient cap i t a l of 
the celebrated Raja BhoJ and was for about f ive centur ies 
the cap i t a l of the Parmara r u l e r s of Malwa'. 
1. Tuzuk- i -Jahapgi r i (Tr . ) , Vol .1 , p.355-56 
2. Tuzuk- i -Jahangi r i (Tr . ) , Vol .1 , p.357. 
3. Akbamama, Vol. I l l , p. 5A8 and ( T r . ) , p.830. 
4. Akbamama, Vol. I l l , p.5A8 and ( T r . ) , p.830. 
5. Ain- i -Akbari (Tr . ) , Vol .1 , p . 32; M.P.Singh, p .251 . 
6. Ain- i -Akbari (Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.208. 
7. The Imperial Gazetteer of India , Vol.XI, p .293; 
Commissariat, Vol .1 , p.325. 
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1 
During the Muslim period it became known as 'Piran Ehar' 
apparently owing its importance to the numerous saints who have 
made it their centre of activities and many of their tombs are 
still to be seen. 
Abul Fazl praises the grapes of Dhar and says, 'the vine 
here bears twice in the year, but the former of these two 
2 
vintages is sweeter'. 
E*iar l ay on the Imper ia l highway^ and t h e merchant caravans 
which passed through i t , c o n t r i b u t e d much t o i t s growth. The 
e n t i r e white c l o t h which was f i n e s t i n q u a l i t y was purchased 
by noblemen . 
In 1598, whi le d i r e c t i n g t h e i nvas ion of t h e Deccan, 
Akbar s tayed a t Dhar for seven days . The v i s i t i s recorded on 
the i r o n p i l l a r a t Lat Masjid''^. 
S^rmgpur — I t i s s t a t e d i n Akbar-al-Akhyar t h a t 
Sarangpur d e r i v e s i t s name from one Shaikh Sarang, who was 
o r i g i n a l l y an o f f i c e r of Su l t an F i ruz Shah . 
1. The Imper ia l Gaze t t ee r of I n d i a , Vol .XI, p .294 . 
2 . A i n - i - A k b a r i ( T r . ) , Vo l .11 , p .208 
3 . M.P. Singh, p . 8 
A, Khafi Khan, I I , pp .234-5 
5. The Imper ia l Gaze t t ee r of I n d i a , Vol .XI , p .294-295 . 
6. Akbarnama(Tr.) , Vo l . 11 , fn. 1, p . 3^5; S.Abdul Hai , I nd i a 
During Muslim Rule , p . 7 1 . 
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Sarangpur was one of the prominent c i t i e s of Malwa and 
was a l a rge and f lour ishing p l a c e d I t i s s i t ua t ed 7A miles 
from Indore on the Bombay-Agra road and i s 50 kos far from 
Mandu^. I t was a place of much importance in the f i f teenth 
and s ixteenth centur ies , 
Sarajigpur i s best known as the scene of death 6f the beaitlful 
Rupmati, the famous Hindu wife of Baz Bahadur of Malwa, against 
whom Akbar sent a force in 1562 under Adham Khan. On the 
defeat and f l i gh t of Baz Bahadur, Rupmati i s said t o have taken 
poison to escape f a l l i n g in to the hands of the conquerer . 
Sarangpur was also famous for i t s production of the fine 
qual i ty of Muslin. Musicians and dancers had flocked here 
finding a great patron l i k e Baz Bahadur. 
The for t of Sarangpur has an insc r ip t ion on i t s gateway 
re fe r r ing to i t s r epa i r in 1578 . 
Sironj — SironJ was a la rge and f lour ishing town of 
Malwa and had a g rea t t rade of the cotton and cotton cloth 
7 
and great s to res of drugs . The town of SironJ i s s i t ua t ed 
1. S.Abdul Hal, India During Muslim Rtile, p . 7 1 ; The Imperial 
Gazetteer of India , Vol.XXII, pp.95-96. 
2. Comnjissariat, A History of Gujarat, Vol .1 , p.88 
3. Commissariat, A History of Gujarat, Vol .1 , p .273. 
4. The Imperial Gazetteer of India , Vol.XXII, pp.95-96, 
Commissariat, A History of Gujarat, Vol .1 , p .88. 
5. Akbamama, I I , p.214. 
6. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol.XXII, p.96. 
7. Ralph Fitch, Early Travels, p.17; Finch, Early Travels, 
p. 143. 
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1 
on t h e d i r e c t r o u t e from Agra t o Burharapur . I t was a 
2 
marketing town and had great bazars and fine houses . There 
was a mint under Akbar issuing copper coins but it was subse-
quently abolished . 
The town was named SherganJ by Sher Shah which is now 
corrupted to Siron^. It was granted in Jagir by Akbar to 
Gharib Das, a Khichi Chauhan of Raghugarh, as a reward for 
5 
his services-', 
Tavemier, a traveller to India, who visited SironJ in 
the seventeenth century, spoke of it as being flocked with 
merchants and artisans and famous for its muslins and chintzes 
Thus the town of SironJ occupied most prominent place 
among the town of Malwa. 
6 
1. M.P. Singh, p.8. 
2. M.P.Singh, p.8; The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol.XXIII, 
p. 39. 
3. M.P. Singh, pp.251, 390. 
4. Malcolm, V o l . 1 , p . 11 ; The Imper i a l Gaze t t ee r of I n d i a , 
Vol.XXIII , p . 3 8 . 
5. The Imper ia l G a z e t t e e r of I n d i a , Vol.XXIII , pp .38 -39 . 
6. Tave rn i e r , V o l . 1 , pp.46-47? Mundy, I I , p . 5 6 . 
CHAPTER - I I 
MALWA UNDER THE oULTANATE AND ITS TRANSFORMATION INTO A 
MUGHAL PROVINCE 
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When the centre becomes weak centr i fuga l tendencies 
develop. The Delhi Sultanate , the foundation of which was 
l a i d with the access ion of Qutbuddin Aibek in 1206, had to 
face many ups and downs during the process of i t s expansion 
and development. The Sultanate was presided over by great 
ru lers l i k e I l tu tmish , Balban, Alauddin Khi l j i and Muhammad 
bin Tughlaq. But the weak successors of Firuz Shah Tughlaq 
were not able t o keep control over the vast regions of the 
Sultanate . The fourteenth century saw both the zeni th of 
expansion as well as the beginning of d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of the 
Sultanate . When the Sultanate was t o t t e r i n g to i t s f a l l a 
l a t e r TUgblaq Sultan, Nasiruddin Muhammad bin Flruz Shah in 
1390-91 sent Dilawar Khan , whose rea l name was Husain*^, t o 
Malwa as governor of the province. Dilawar Khan threw off 
h i s a l l e g i a n c e to the l a s t Tug^aq Sultan and became indepen-
u 
dent ruler in 1401-2^ and thus l a i d the foundation of an 
independent kingdom of Malwa on the ruins of the Sultanate of 
Delhi . 
At that time Dhar was the headquarters of the province 
of Malwa. Dilawar Khan made it his centre of activity and 
took of his abode there. He strengthened his position with 
1. A Comprehensive History of India, Vol.V, p.898. 
2. Firishta, II, p.461. Firishta mentions that Dilawar Khan's 
grandfather was an inhabitant of Ghur. Therefore U.N.Day 
writes him as Dilawar Khan Ghuri(Medieval Malwa, p.8). 
3. Firishta, II, p.460. 
4. F i r i s h t a , I I , p .461 , Briggs, IV, p.170; Wright, Vo l .11 , 
p. 241. Wri^t too agrees that i n A.H.804 Dilwar Khan 
assumed royal s t a t e . 
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the support of nobles'* and restored law and order in Malwa. 
2 
His son Alp Khan put of the fortifications of Mandu . He 
assumed the title of Amid Shah Daud and caused the Khutba 
to be recited in his name in the year 1401-02. 
Dilawar Khan acquired the territory of the whole of 
Malwa^ under his control. He then extended his authority 
over Nimar^ and the districts of Saugar and Damoh^. Chanderi 
too accepted his overlordship and finally came under direct 
control during the reign of Hoshang Shah. Dilawar Khan 
breathed his last in 1406-7. 
Hoshang Shah — Dilawar Khan*s son, Alp Khan succeeded 
him and ascended the throne of Malwa in 1406 and assumed the 
title of Hoshang Shah . Soon after his accession he had to 
face the aggression of Sultan Muzaffar Shah of Gujarat. 
Muzaffar Shah got him arrested. Hoshang Shah was, however, 
subsequently restored to the throne of Malwa. 
Hoshang Shah reoccupied Mandu and Thar, He was remained 
engaged in a war with Gujarat for one full decade. With the 
capture of border principalities, imposing his overlordship 
and matrimonial alliances, he strengthened and saved the Malwa 
borders on all sides. He died on 5th July, 1435*^ , while 
1. F i r i sh t a I I , p .461 . 
2. F i r i sh ta I I , p .461. 
3. Tarikh-1-Muhammadi, MS.fol.428b. 
4. Hira Lai, Madhya Pradesh Ka I t i h a s , p .73 . 
5. Gorelal Tiwari, p . 8 1 . 
6. Wright, I I , pp.246-7; The Gazetteer of India , History and 
Culture, Vol .11, p.277. 
7. Maasir-i-Mahmudshahi, fol .52b. 
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marching towards Shadiabad. 
Muhanunad Shah — The eldest son and heir-apparent of 
Hoshang Shah\ Ghaznl Khan ascended the throne of Malwa with 
the title of Sultan Muheomad Shah . He could do nothing and 
Mahmud Khan Khalji, son of Malik Mxaghith^ , killed Sultan 
Muhammad by administering poison to him in wine • Thus came 
to an end the Ghuri dynasty founded by Dilawar Khan, 
Mahmud Khal.ji I — Mahmud Khan ascended the throne on 
the advice of Malik Mughith on I4th May, 1A36^. His reign 
started with the invasion of Ahmad Shah of Gujarat. Mahmud 
defeated and drove back Ahmad Shah to Gu;)arat. This enhanced 
Mahmud*s prestige. He fought bravely with the Rana kumbha of 
Chit tor and ravaged the Bahmani kingdom. Adil Shah of 
Khandesh submitted before Mahmud. He occupied Chanderi , 
7 8 9 
Gagraun , Ajmer , Mandalgarh and subjugated Dungarpur. The 
Sultan of Delhi concluded peace with him. With all these 
achievements Mahmud led Malwa to the peak of glory. He died 
on May 1A69. 
1. T.A, (Tr. ), III, p,A91. 
2. T.A.(Tr.), III, p.491. 
3. Malik Mughith was Hoshang Shah ' s cousin(U.N.Day, Medieval 
Malwa, p . 3 3 ) . He was wazir of Hoshang Shah and Ghaznl Khan 
confirmed h im-to t h e same o f f i c e ( F i r i s h t a , I I , p . A76). 
4. T.A. , I I I , p . 3 0 9 ; F i r l s h t a , I I , p . 4 7 7 . 
5. T .A. , I I I , p .312 a n d T . A . ( T r . ) I l l , p . 4 9 7 ; Br iggs , IV,p . 196. 
He g ives t h e cor responding da t e as May 16, 1435. 
6. Maasir-i-Mahmudshahi, f . 92a ; Briggs IV, p . 205. 
7 . Zafa r -u l -Wal ih , p .199 and ( T r . ) V o l . 1 , p .172 ; Comprehensive 
His to ry of I n d i a , Vol.V, p . 9 1 5 . 
8. F i r i s h t a I I 496; Briggs IV, p . 2 2 2 . 
9. Zafar-u^ Walih, p .202 ; Comprehensive His to ry of Ind ia ,Vo l .V , 
p .917 . 
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Ghlyas Shah — Prince Muhammad, the eldest son of 
Sultan Mahmud ascended the throne of Malwa. He made his 
policy to protect the vast territories, inherited from his 
father. He secured his border on Mewar side by helping Rana 
Udai Singh. He made efforts to give peace and prosperity to 
Malwa. He died of dysentry on March 29, 1501 . 
Nasir Shah — Abdul Qadir, the eldest son of Ghiyas 
Shah ascended the throne of Malwa during the life-time of his 
father. Towards the end of his reign his son, Shihabuddin 
revolted against him. Therefore he nominated his third son, 
Azam Humayun and nominated him as his successor with the title 
2 
of Mahmud Shah. Nasir died on December 1510 , 
Mahmud Khalji II — Mahmud Khalji's accession was 
immediately challenged by his elder brother Shihabuddin. On 
the advance of Mahmud from Behishtpur^, Shihabuddin fled to 
A 5 
Khandesh . Mahmud Shah made over the office of wizaraf^ to 
Basant Rai as hietherto. The appointment of Basant Rai was 
7 
not welcomed by the nobles and was murdered'. They raised 
1. T.A. ,111, p. 357 and T.A. (Tr.) p.553. Both Briggs(IV, p.239) 
and 2afa-ul-Wallh(p.2lO) mentions that Ghiyas Shah was 
administered poison. 
2 . U.N.Day, Medieval Malwa, p . 2 6 5 . 
3. T.A. , 1 1 1 , p . 375 and T.A. (Tr. ) , I I I , p . 574. 
4 . F i r i s h t a , I I , p . 5 1 8 ; Zafa r -u l -Wal ih , p .212 ; T. A . ( T r . ) , 1 1 1 , 
p . 575. 
5. T.A. ( T r . ) , I I I , p . 576. 
6. BrigBp,IV, 246 has Buswunt Row and t h e Cambridge His to ry of 
I n d i a ( V o l . I l I , p .365) has Basant Rai . 
7. Br iggs , IV, p . 2 4 6 . 
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Sahib Khan, t h e e l d e s t b r o t h e r of Mahmud t o t h e t h r o n e . Su l t an 
Mahmud appointed Muhaflz Khan, a l e a d e r of t h e oppos i t e group, 
as wazi r . Muhafiz Khan became t o o powerful t h a t he r a i s e d 
Sahib Khan t o t h e t h rone . Showing h i s pe r sona l b ravery Mahmud 
f l ed to UJjain ' ' and sought he lp from Rajput Chief Medini Rai . 
He appointed Medini Rai as wazi r . Medini Rai became t o o power-
ful and posed a grave danger t o Malwa. So Su l t an Mahmud sought 
he lp from Su l t an Muzaffar Shah of Gujarat which impe l l ed Medini 
Rai s u p p l i c a t e d to Rana Sangram Singh of Mewar for a common 
cause . The Rana of Mewar took him c a p t i v e i n t h e a c t i o n t h a t 
ensued. Although he was r e l e a s e d but became t o o weak. A few 
y e a r s l a t e r Mahmud l o s t hold even over Mandu, which was invaded 
and conquered by Bahadur Shah of Gujarat i n 1531* Mahmud was 
defea ted and t aken p r i s o n e r and on the way t o Gujara t he was 
k i l l e d as he a t t empted t o f l e e . Thus came t o an end both t h e 
Kha l j i dynasty of Malwa and the independent kingdom of Malwa, 
Bahadur Shah ascended t h e th rone of G u j a r a t ; - The a i l i n g 
Su l t an Muzaffar Shah nominated h i s son Sikandar Khan >*io on 
2 h i s dea th ascended t h e th rone of Guja ra t . The nominat ion had 
enraged Bahadur Khan, who had l e f t Gujara t and Jo ined Ibrahim 
Lodi . A few vxeeks l a t e r Su l t an Sikandar was a s s a s s i n a t e d on 
26 th May, 1526^. Bahadur Khan, dur ing t h e s e d i s t u r b a n c e s i n 
1. T.A., I I I , p . 3 8 2 ; Zafa r -u l -Wal ih , p . 2 1 2 , mentions Mahmud 
went t o Sarangpur . 
2 . M i r a t - i - S i k a n d a r i , p .239 . Zafa r -u l -Wal ih , p . 130., g ives 2nd 
Jumada I I , 932 A.H.» Commissariat , V o l . 1 , p . 2 8 1 , 5th A p r i l , 
1526. U.N.Day, Medieval Malwa a l s o g ives t h e same d a t e . 
3 . M i r a t - i - S i k a n d a r i , p.243J T.A. , 1 1 1 , p .198 g i v e s t h e da t e 19th 
Shaban. 
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Gujarat, received the information of his father's death. He 
started for Gujarat and on his way got the news of Sikandar 
Khan's assassination. He then entered Gujarat after encounter-
ing some opposition ascended the throne of Gujarat on 6th July, 
1526. 
Mahmud gives shelter to Chand Khant- Sultan Mahmud 
Khalji II, owing to his gratitude towards Muzaffar Shah II gave 
asylum to Prince Chand 'Khan, the brother of Bahadur Shah. Razi-
ul-Mulk was also making contacts with Prince Chand Khan in 
Mandu. Under these circumstances Bahadur Shah decided to 
2 
punish Mahmud Khalji . 
Bahadur Shah occupies Malwa — Bahadur Shah reached upto 
the boEder of Malwa^. Mahmud Khalji called Silahdi and Muin 
Khan, the two powerful chiefs of Malwa for help. But they did 
not trust Mahmud and Joined the camp of Bahadur Shah. 
Bahadur Shah besieged the fort of Mandu and on March 28, 
4 
1531 he coxald enter the fort . Mahmud and his seven sons were 
chained and sent to Champaner. In an attempt to flee, he and 
his sons were killed. Thus on March 31, 1531, he caused the 
Khutbft to be recited in his own name, fhis was virtually a 
1. Razi-ul-Mulk was an old noble of Sultan Muzaffar Shah of Gujarat. 
2. T.A., III, p.405» Firishta, II, p. 529. 
3. Mirat-i-Sikandari,p.274. Bahadur Shah came to Mehrasa in Bagad. 
4. T.A., I I I , p.217; Fir i shta , II , p.530; Zafar-ul-Walih, p.196; 
Mirat-l-Sikandari, p.277, Only Nlzamuddin makes the informa-
tion that Mahmud tried to k i l l h is wife and children. 
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declaration that Bahadur Shah was the Sultan of Malwa or that 
Malwa became part of Gujarat. 
Bahadur Shah allowed Muin Khan and Silahdi to remain in 
the occupation of their territories. But virtually Bahadur 
Shah wanted to crush the strength of Silahdi . On return 
from Khandesh, he moved against Silahdi. He tactfully got 
him arrested in the fort of Ehar. After his arrest, Bahadur 
Shah occupied UJJain, Sarangpur, Bhilsa dnd Raisen. 
Bahadur Shah was now free from Raisen and turned his 
attention towards Chittor. He besieged Chittor in February 
2 
1533 9 but on r e c e i v i n g news of coming of Humayun up to Gwalior 
accepted the o f f e r of peace from C h i t t o r and r e t u r n e d back. 
He wanted t o e s t a b l i s h amicable r e l a t i o n s with Humayun and 
s e n t an emissary with a l e t t e r and p r e s e n t s and Humayun made 
a same return , 
Bahadur Shah i n c u r r e d t h e d i s p l e a s u r e of Humayun ^ihen 
he gave s h e l t e r to Muhammad Zaman Mirza , t h e Mughal r e b e l . 
1. Commisar ia t ,Vol . I , p .327 . Commissariat o p i n e s , " Bahadur 
Shah must need c o n s i d e r h i s conquest of Malwa .,::ihcoiq)lete 
so long S i l a h d i , t h e powerful Rajput f i e f , h o l d e r of Raisen , 
UJJain and B h i l s a , cont inued h i s semi- independent sway i n 
e a s t e r n d i s t r i c t s of Malwa" . 
2 . U.N.Day. Medieval Malwa, p . 3 1 9 . 
3 . Z a f a r - u l - ¥ a l i h , p . 2 2 7 . 
h, Akbamama, I , p.289? U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p . 321. 
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He sent Tatar Khan to launch an invasion against Agra. Tatar 
Khan attacked and occupied Bayana, Humayun sent Askari and 
Hindal against Tatar Khan. Tatar Khan was killed with three 
hundred of his soldiers. However, correspondence was going 
on between Humayun and Bahadur Shah asking the latter to 
expel Muhammad Zaman Mirza, But Bahadur Shah replied in a 
rude manner. This disgrace was a challenge to the Mughal 
Emperor. 
While Bahadur Shah was engaged in his second attack on 
Chittor in Nov. 153^, Humayun entered into Malwa and reached 
Sarangpur by Jan. 1535« Humayun deliberately reached Ujjain 
where Purbiya Rajputs supported him. 
Bahadur Shah received information that Humayun had come 
to Mandsor. Bahadur Shah arrived at the place and the two 
armies pitched their tents. Humayun soon encircled Bahadur 
Shah*s camp and cut off his supplies. Moreover he was betrayed 
2 ^ 
by Rumi Khan . Bahadur Shah, therefore, fled to Mandu"^ . 
Humayun occupied the camp of Bahadur Shah. 
Sadr Khan and Imad-ul-Hulk, the two generals of Gujarat, 
collected forces after the departure of Bahadur Shah and rushed 
to Mandu followed by Humayun who stayed at Nalcha. Humayun was 
1. Akbarnama, I, p.400? Humayun Nama, Gulbadan Begum,pp.129,131. 
2. Mirat-i-Sikandari, pp.307-8; Zafar-ul-Walih, p.239. 
3. Akbamama(Tr.), VQI.I, p. 304. 
4. Akbarnama(Tr.), Vol.1, p.303. Abul Fazl writes, »Sadr Khan 
and Imidul Mulk Khasakhail took, with 20,000 horses, the 
direct route to Mandu while Humayun halted at Nalcha; Abu 
Turab Wall, Tarikh-i-GuJarat, p.15, does not give the number 
of soldiers. 
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further strengthened by the Joining of Yadgar Nasir Mirza, 
Hindu Beg and Qasim Husain Sultan who arrived at Nalcha, 
Humayun laid the siege of the fort. As the fort was well 
protected by nature, Humayun soon hinted for some understand-
ing. He sent Saiyid Amir and Bairam Khan to Bahadur Shah 
with a proposal that Gujarat should remain with Bahadur Shah 
and he should leave the rest of his territories for Humayun. 
The hostilities were to come to an end at day-break but the 
Mughals made an unexpected night-attack and forced their way 
into the fort. Bahadur Shah retreated to Songarh, the citadel 
of the fort of Mandu and finally fled towards Gujarat. Thus 
2 
Mandu was fully occupied by Humayun by the middle of 1535 . 
Bahadur Shah was now in Champaner. Humayun pursued him 
but as he reached the city Bahadur Shah fled to Canbvy. Humayun 
also followed him to Cambay via Ahmedabad-'^  and finally Bahadur 
had to take shelter in Diu and signed an agreement with the 
Portuguese. Humayun was successful in occupying Central Gujarat 
and placed his officers under the viceroyalty of Mirza Askari . 
He returned to Malwa but Mallu Khan of Mandu, Muin Sikandar Khan 
of Satwas and Mihtar Zambur of Handla were Joined and occupied 
UJJain. 
1. Abu Turab Wall, T a r l k h - i - G u J a r a t , p . 1 6 . 
2. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, pp. 325-26. 
3. Humayun Nama, Gulbadan Begym, p .132 , 
A. U.N.Day, Medieval Malwa, p . 3 2 7 . 
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Mirza Askari could not manage the affairs of Gujarat 
which encouraged Bahadur Shah to start from Diu. Unsuccessful 
to overcome the situation he left Gujarat and proceeded to 
Agra. This return of Askari compelled Humayun to leave Malwa 
and Joined Askari at Chittor and together proceeded to Agra. 
The kingdom of Malwa was virtually evacuated after an 
occupation of one year, leaving no garrison and governor to 
possess the territory for him. Thus Malwa was left to its own 
fate. 
Maawa Regains Independence Under Qadlr Shuh— After 
reoccupying Gujarat Bahadur Shah enjoyed nominal hold over Malwa 
2 
by appointing Mallu Khan in Mandu and Muhammad Shah Asirl 
incharge of Malwa. But after the death of Bahadur Shah Imad-
ul-Mulk the wazir of Mahmud Shah II of Gujarat, sent a canopy 
with the title of Qadir Shah and the right of minting coins to 
Mallu Khan^. 
Thus Khutba was rec i ted and Mallu Khan as Qadir Shah 
became the r u l e r of Malwa. He sought the a l legiance of the 
1. Humayun Nama, p. 133» "Mirza Askar i ' s people l e f t Ahmadabad 
and came to the Bnperor. Tliey represented to him t h a t Mirza 
Askari and Yadgar Nasir Mirza had conspired and wished to 
to go to Agra. On hearing t h i s , he himself was forced to 
go; he l e f t the important a f f a i r s of Gujarat and turned 
away and went to Agra. Here he spent as much as a year** » 
Abu Turab Wall, p.32 wMtes,Tardi Beg informed Humayun that 
Askari Mirza and Hindu Beg and other Mlzzai had l e f t for 
Agra t o create t roub le . 
2. Wirat-i-Sikandari, p.323. 
3. Mirat-i-Sikandari, pp.329, 337. 
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local Rajputs. He was successful In tackling with the internal 
affairs of Malwa. 
Sher Shah And Malwa Affairs — While Qadir Shah was 
making efforts to .consolidate the kingdom of Malwa, he received 
a faraan of Sher Shah to march against Humayun who had already 
been defeated by Sher Shah at Chausa. Sher Shah had already 
2 
enthroned himself in 1539-40 • Qadir Shah was not prepared t o 
act upon. He even asserted h is pos i t i on in his rep ly . While 
his l e t t e r was s t i l l on i t s way Sher Shah sent h is son Qutb Khan 
t o Join Qadir Shah. Qutb Khan near Chanderi came to know about 
the unfriendly attitude of Qadir Shah and turned towards ka lp i . 
But he was opposed by the Mughals as he returned* He offered 
b a t t l e and was k i l l ed^ . 
In April 1542, Sher Shah s t a r t e d for Malwa. Qadir Shah 
>• 
met Sher Shah at Sarangpur . Sher Shah welcomed him and 
bestowed upon him a red pavi l ion and other royal a r t i c l e s . But 
when Sher Shah t r i e d to t ransfer him to Bengal, he f led to 
5 Gujarat"^. Shu^Jaat Khan was sent to pursue him but he had to 
re turn without success . Sher Shah made fresh administrative 
1. Tabaqat- i -Akbari(Tr.) , I I I , p . 6 1 8 ; Tarikh-i-Shershahi ( E l l i o t IV, S.G. , p .94) . 
2. Tarikh-i-Daudi ,p.2l6; Qanungo, Sher Shah,p.208, gives the 
date as beginning of December, 1539. 
3. Ell iot ,IV,p.3795 Qanungo, Sher Shah And His Times, pp.223,225. 
4. T.A., I I I , p.413. 
5. T.A. ,III,p.4l3; Elliot,IV,pp. 394-95; Qanungo, Sher Shah And 
His Times, p.335. 
6. Elliot,IV,pp.394-95. 
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arrangements and after appointing his officers marched against 
Raisen in March, 15^3 and conquered Raisen. After the occupa-
tion of Raisen, Sher Shah appointed Shujaat Khan the governor 
of Malwa\ Islam Shah Sur removed Shujaat Khan and appointed 
Isa Khan the governor of Malwa. After the death of Islam Shah, 
Shujaat Khan was again appointed governor of Malwa by Muhammad 
Adil Shah. Shujaat Khan managed the administration of Malwa well 
and died in 1554-55. 
Baz Bahadur Succeeds Shu.jaat Khan — Miyan Bayazid, the 
son of Shujaat Khan was able to set aside his rival Daulat Khan 
Ajiyala and assumed royalty with the title of Baz Bahadur Shah. 
He was devoted to music and cultural activities. His love for 
Rupmati has taken a legendry shape quite popular in Malwa . 
This negligence of administration invoked the Jagirdars and 
officers to oppress the people and also attracted Mughal Emperor 
towards Malwa . 
Incorporation of Malwa As a Mughal Subah — On 10th March, 
1561 Akbar sent Mughal army towards Malwa . The command of army 
was given to Adham Khan which included such generals as 
1. T.A. , (Tr . ) , I I I , p t . 2 , p . 6 2 1 . 
2 . Daulat Khan Aj iya la was an adopted son of Shujaat Khan. Vide 
T.A. ( T r . ) , I I I , p t . 2 . , p .627 . 
3. Vide L.M.Crump, Lady of t h e Lotus(London 1926); Rupmati 
" The Melody Queen of Malwa" (Chandra Kant T i w a r i ) , PIHC, 1977 
PP.24A-249. 
A. Rupmati •• The Melody Queen of Malwa" (Chandra Kant T i w a r i ) , 
PIHC, 1977, p . 2 4 6 . 
5. Akbarnama, II, p.134 * 
6. Akbarnama, II, p.135. 
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Pir Muhammad Khan, Abdullah Khan, Qiya Khan Kang, Shah Muhammad 
Khan Qandhari, Adil Khan and his son, Sadiq Khan, Habib Quli 
Khan, Haider Ali Khan and others. The Mughal army reached 
Sarangpur and Baz Bahadur who resided at Sarangpur moved out 
three kos from the city, pitched his camp and arranged his 
army . But he could not withstand the bravery of Adham Khan 
and was defeated. Baz Bahadur fled towards Khandesh. Adham 
Khan occupied the femald inmates of his harean'and all his 
royal belongings*. However Rupmati could save her by taking 
a cup of poison . 
Adham Khan offended Akbar — The acquisition of so much 
wealth and seraglio of Baz Bahadur disbalanced the mind of Adham 
Khan. He hosted a great feast and gave presents to the officers 
which was a sign of royalty. For administrative convenience he 
divided Malwa into four divisions i.e. Mandu, Sarangpur, Mandsor 
and Handia. He took Sarangpur for himself and Mandu with UJJain 
was given to Pir Muhammad. Sadiq Khan was given Mandsor and its 
dependencies while Handia was put under the charge of Qiya Khan . 
1. Akbamama, I I , pp.13A-135; T.A., I I I , p . 596. 
2. Akbamama, I I , p . 136? T. A., I I I , p . 596. 
3. Akbamama, I I , p . 137» 
4. Akbamama, I I , p. 137. 
5. Akbamama, I I , p . 138. 
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After learning all the facts of the victory and 
acquisitions by Sadiq Khan who had returned to Agra from 
Malwa^, Akbar was greatly enraged because Adham Khan sent to 
him only a few elephants, Akbar started for Malwa on 27th 
April 1561 and on the way the fort of Gagraum was surrendered 
2 
by the officer of Baz Bahadur without offering resistance. 
Akbar put his own officer there and marched towards Sarangpur. 
However Adham Khan was on the way to Gagraun for the purpose 
of conquest. He came across the royal camp by surprise but 
joined the royal camp-^ . 
Maham Anga reached here on the next day and warned Adham 
Khan who surrendered all that he acquired from Baz Bahadur's 
palace to Akbar, Akbar reconfirmed him and other officers to 
their former places , However Adham Khan was soon removed 
5 
from Malwa and Pir Muhammad was put in charge of Malwa-^ , 
Baz Bahadur Regains Malwa — Pir Muhammad became 
unpopular for his insolent activities of torture and bloodshed. 
He attacked and capturfed Bijagarh and Sultanpur • He moved 
upto Burhanpur against Khandesh and acquired large booty after 
7 
plundering the city. Baz Bahadur who had collected forces 
1. Akbarnama, II, p,140 . 
2. Akbarnama, II, p,140 . 
3. Akbarnama, II, p, 141 , 
4. Akbarnama, II,pp,142-143 . 
5. Akbarnama, II, p,152. 
6. Akbarnama, II, p. 166. 
7. Akbarnama, II, p. 167. 
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gave battle to Pir Muhammad who was returning from Rirhanpur. 
Pir Muhammad was defeated and crossing Narbada he was drowned . 
Thus Baz Bahadur once again reoccupied Malwa and Mughal officers 
returned to Agra. 
Final Annexation of Malwa into A Mughal Subah — 
Akbar realised that in Malv/a competent officers should 
be appointed who possessed great courage and understanding 
together with Judicious acumen and composure. He, therefore, 
sent Abdullah Khan Uzbeg who was well-acquainted with the 
geography and vantage points. He also appointed Khwaja 
2 
Muinuddin Ahmad Farkhundi to work for revenue administration . 
As Abdullah was to administer the country, Khwa;5a Muinuddin 
was to please the peasanty and the poor masses . 
On receiving the news of the advance of Mughal army Baz 
Bahadur lost hope and Mughal forces gave him battle. His army 
was routed and he fled to Rana Udai Singh of Chittor^. Abdullah 
Khan tooh possession of Malwa and Mandu was nade the headquarters . 
Abdullah Khan sent Mughal officers to occupy important and 
strategic places. Khwaja Muinuddin Farkhundi's efforts establi-
shed peace in Malwa, 
Thus Malwa was annexed to the Mughal empire as a Mughal 
Subah in 1562. As a subah of Mughal Empire Malwa once again 
blossomed forth into prosperity and peace. 
1. Akbarnama, II, p.167-68. 
2. Akbarnama, II, p. 168. 
3. Akbarnama, II, p. 159. 
U, Akbarnama, II, p. 159-
CHAPTER-III 
AEMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 
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The kingdom of Malwa was established on the ruins of 
the political disintegration of the Sultanate of Delhi. The 
Sultans of Malwa in the work of organisation of their kingdom 
looked to the system of the Delhi Sultanate as their model. 
The kingdom of Malwa witnessed the farthest expansion 
under Mahmud Khalji who held sway over a vast territory which 
included regions like Kalpi, Bayana, Chanderi, Raipur, Sarguja, 
Ratanpur, Bairagarh, Elichpur, the northern spurs of the Satpura 
range and in the west as far as Dohad, Banswara, Kanthal(Pratap-
garh and Deola) and Mandsor . But the Sultan did not exercise 
his direct control over these regions. In fact, large portions 
out of the kingdom were having semi-independent status and they 
acknowledged nominal overlordship of the Sultan of Malwa. They 
only paid tribute and the Sultan of Malwa had to assure them of 
their protection from aggression of their neighbouring powers. 
The territories of AJmer, Kalpi, Bayana, Raipur, Ratanpur, 
2 
Sarguja, Baglana and Bairagarh came under this category . 
The rest of the territory was divided into provinces and 
border outposts. The officer in charge of the outpost had to 
keep a vigilant eye over the neighbouring regions. Chanderi, 
Mandsor, Ranthambhor, Kherla and Gagraun belonged to this 
category. The ma^ Jor administrative divisions of the Malwa 
1. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p. 352. 
2. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p. 352. 
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t e r r l t o r y were Sarangpur, UdJain, Hoshangabad and Bhilsa. 
Shadiabad Mandu, Dhar and Nalcha played the ro le of the centre 
and was under the sul tan himself. 
Organisation Under Sher Shah — Sher Shah found much 
reduced the t e r r i t o r y of Malwa in i t s s ize in 15^2, because 
some of i t s extensive t e r r i t o r i e s were captured by the neighbour-
ing r u l e r s , \ ^ i l e the remaining ones had suffered a l o t in 
population and prosper i ty , f i r s t owing t o the mutually des t ruc t ive 
s t ruggle of the Malwa nobles, apparently an outcome of t h e i r 
s e l f i sh policy of blind self-aggrandisement during the reigns of 
the l a s t two kha l j i Sultans , and then the conf l ic t between 
Bahadur Shah, the r u l e r of Gujarat and Humayun tha t had further 
ruined i t s economic resources, prosper i ty and well-being. 
Sher Shah paid a t t en t ion to i t s adminis t ra t ive organisat ion 
a lso and created conditions favourable forpeace and prosper i ty . 
Ihe sarkars of Ranthambhor and Ajmer which fonnerly formed par t 
of Malwa kingdom were separated, but the sarkar of Chanderi was 
incorporated into the Vilayet of Malwa- .^ 
Sher Shah i s c red i ted with the crea t ion of new sarkars in 
ce r t a in regions which e i the r lay desolated or were sparsely 
populated . He took keen i n t e r e s t in t h e i r development. 
1. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, pp.249-309. 
2. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, pp. 319-329. 
3. I.H. Siddiqui, History of Sher Shah Sur, p.109. 
4. I.H. Siddiqui, History of Sher Shah Sur, p. 109. 
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He rehabilitated people in the val ley of Narhada, so t h a t the 
vast cu l t ivable land lying waste might be brought under 
cu l t i va t i on . He gave cu l t iva to r s ren t - f ree land for three 
2 years . A for t was constructed for i t s adminis t ra t ion in 
Handiya and the t e r r i t o r y was named as the sarkar of Handiya 
and Sewanis. Shujaat Khan was given the charge of i t s admin-
i s t r a t i o n with a rank of 4,000 sawars in the f i r s t instance . 
During the time of Islam Shah t h i s sarkar was entrusted t o the 
faujdar, Bahar Khan Sarwani , whose rank was increased to 6,00C 
5 
sawars in proport ion t o i t s increased revenue . 
Another region tha t engaged Sher Shah's a t t en t ion in 
Malwa was S i ron j . He developed i t also by showering the same 
favours upon the new s e t t l e r s as he had granted in the sarkar 
of Handiya and Sewanis, Perhaps Akbar incorporated i t in the 
sarkar of Chanderi because i t was small in s ize and i t s inc lu-
sion did not c rea te any adminis t ra t ive problem. Sher Shah's 
Malwa was smaller in s ize than t h a t of Akbar's subah of Malwa 
and the boundaries of ce r ta in sarkars of the Sur regime under-
went changes in subsequent time. 
1. I.H. Slddiqui , History of Sher Shah Sur, p.109. 
2. Afsana-i-Shahan, f. 127a-b . 
3. Tarikh-i-Sher*Shahi, f . 90b . 
4. Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, I , p.406. 
5. Afsana-i-Shahan, f. 127a. 
6. Afsana-i-Shahan, f. 131b. 
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The sarkars incorporated into the Vilayet of Malwa by 
Sher Shah, as mentioned in different sources seem to have 
been: (1) the sarkar of Chanderi, the charg§ of which was 
assigned to some Rajput noble , (2) the sarkar of SlronJ, 
(3) the sakrar of Mandsor^, (4) the sarkar of Ujjain, (5) 
* 
the sarkar of Raisen and Bhilsa, (6) the sarkar of Sarangpur, 
(7) the sarkar of Mandu, (8) the sarkar of Dhar'(Akbar merged 
i t in to the sarkar of Mandu), (9) the sarkar of Handlya and 
Satwas^, (10) the sarkar of Bijagarh, which was given to Raja 
Bhopal Rai, a fa i th fu l a l ly of Sher Shah in Malwa-'. 
According to Abbas Khan Sarwani, the author of the 
Tarikh-i-Shershahi , Sher Shah had decided to appoint Shujaat 
Khan as the faujdar of the Vilayet of Malwa, but the negligence 
shown by him in keeping a v ig i lan t eye on Mallu Khan, the ruler 
of Malwa, yrfio had agreed upon sh i f t i ng to the sarkar of Lucknow 
e a r l i e r as the noble of Sher Shah but soon afterwards sl ipped 
out from the Afghan camp, deprived Shujaat Khan of the fine 
opportunity of h is being raised to the highest post in the 
provincia l administrat ion. Sher Shah simply assigned him the 
1. Qanungo, Sher ^hah And His Times, pp.385-6. 
2. Ain-i-Akbari, I I , p .466. 
3. Waqiat-i-Mushtaqi, f.54a. 
4. Tarikh-i-Sher Shahi, f. 90 b. ^atwas is situated on the 
bank of the Narbada river, 20 miles in the west of the 
town of Handdya. 
5. Waqiat-mushtaqi, f. 54a; Also Qanungo, Sher Shah And 
His Times, pp.341-42. 
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sarkar of Handtya and Satwas in iq ta for the maintenance of 
4,000 sawars'' and appointed Ha^i Khan, the brother- in- law 
of Khawas Khan in Mandu as the fau;3dar of Malv/a. Said Khan 
2 
was appointed as diwan to a s s i s t Haji Khan in f inancia l matters . 
Besides these nobles Sher Shah i s reported to have posted 
Darya Khan Gujarati in the sarkar of Ujjain, Aiam Khan Lodi 
(son of Sultan Bahlul Lodi) 'in Sarangpur, \ ^ i l e Taj Khan(Karrani) 
was given the charge of the sarkar of Dhar^. 
Sher Shah a f t e r making such arrangements l e f t Malwa but 
shor t ly a f te r his departure the beref t Malwa nobles who were 
overthrown by Sher Shah, attacked the Afghan nobles from 
d i f fe ren t s ides . But encountering them Slaqjaat Khan displayed 
great chivalry and courage and crushed the power of Mallu Khan 
and his a l l y , Nasir Khan Miana(Afghan) . Sher Shah became 
happy with Shujaat ' s ro le in keeping the Sur author i ty i n t a c t 
in Malwa, and Sher Shah recal led Haji Khan from Malwa and 
appointed Shujaat Khan as the supreme muqta of Malwa and 
1. Tarikh-i-Shershahi, f.90b. 
2. Tarikh-i-Shershahi, f.90b. 
3. Waqiat-H*!ushtaqi, f, 5Aa; A. B.Pandey, Later Medieval 
India, p.57; Qanungo, Sher Shah And His Times, p.339. 
4. Tarikh-i-Shershahi, f.91a; Waqiat-i-Mushtaqi,f. 54a-b; 
Tabaqat-i-Akbari(T'r. ), III, pt.2, pp.621-23. 
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increased his rank to 12,000 sawars . Shu;)aat had authority 
2 
even to distribute jagirs throughout the whole province . 
Shujaat Khan had to face some opposition from Islam 
Shah, the son and successor of Sher Shah, and was replaced by 
Isa Khan as governor of Malwa'. But after some time Shujaat 
Khan was forgiven on the recommendation of Daulat Khan AJiyala . 
Shujaat Khan's fortune brightened once again as he was appointed 
governor of Malwa by Muhammad Shah Adil(Mubariz Khan) . 
* 
Shujaat Khan made fresh arrangements to administer Malwa 
well and placed Daulat Khan Ajiyala in UJJain and i t s t e r r i t o r i e s , 
Malik Mustafa, h i s youngest son in Raisen and Bhilsa, Miyan 
Bayazid in Handdya and Ashta and kept himself at Sarangpur . 
1. Tarikh-1-Shershahi, f.91b-92a; P.Saran, The Provincial 
Government of the Mughals, p .52; E l l i o t , IV, pp.396-97. 
There i s a mistake in E l l i o t here . The command of 12000 
was conferred on Shujaat Khan and not on Haji Khan who was 
only a faujdar. Also see E l l i o t , IV, p.395. 
2. P.Saran, The Provincial Government of the Mughals, pp.52-5. 
3. Tabaqat-i-Akbari(Tr.) , I I I , p t . 2 , p.627. 
4. Daulat Khan Ajiyala was an adopted son of Shujaat Khan and 
was a favouri te of Islam Shah. Vide Tabaqat- i -Akbari(Tr . ) , 
I I I , p.627; Fir isha c a l l s him Daulat Khan without any suffix* 
He i s cal led Daulat Khan Ajiyara in the Cagibridge, I I I , p . 370, 
but on the next page the suffix i s pr in ted as Ajyura instead 
of AJyara. 
5. Tabaqat-i-Akbari(Tr.) , I I I , p t . 2 , p .628. 
6. F i r i sh t a , I I , p.537; Tabaqat- i-Akbari(Tr.) , I I I , p.628. 
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Shujaat Khan was succeeded by h is son Miyan Bayazid with 
the t i t l e of Baz Bahadur'' who led the l i f e of p leasure and ease. 
Taking advantage of the disorder tha t prevai led in Malwa, Akbar 
occupied i t in 1562 and thus Malwa became the Mughal subah in 
1562^. 
Division of Malwa under Akbar — Under Akbar the subah 
of Malwa was divided into twelve sarkars^ . These sarkars were 
as follows: 
(1) the sarkar of UJJaln, (2) the sarkar of Raisen, (3) 
the sarkar of Garha, (^) the sarkar of Chanderi, (5) the sarkar 
of Sarangpur, (6) the sarkar of Bijagarh, (7) the sarkar of 
Handlya, (8) the sarkar of Nandurbar, (9) the sarkar of Mandsor, 
(10) the sarkar of Mandu , (11) the sarkar of Gagraun, (12) the 
L 
sarkar of Kotri Pirawa . 
Provincial Government 
The Mughal Empire was divided in to provinces, ca l led 
subahs. Each subah consisted of several sarkars and further 
subdivided into parganahs. The parganah was the un i t of general 
administrat ion under Sher Shah and h i s successors. The sarkar 
1. Tabaqat-i-Akbari(Tr,)» H I , p t . 2 , pp.628-29. 
2. Akbamama, I I , p . 2 6 1 . 
3. Ain- i -Akbari(Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.209. 
4. Ain-i-akbari(Tr. ) , Vol.11, pp. 209-20. 
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under Sher Shah served as link of conmunication between the 
provincial government and the parganah(district) and as an 
instrument of general supervision over the administration of 
the parganah. The executive head of the sarkar was called 
shiqdar-i-shiqdaran(the chief shiqdar- with whom the office of 
faujdar also was generally combined) and the chief munsif or 
amil had the duty of revenue simultaneously to assist the 
parganah officials in maintaining law and order. These two 
officials were given sufficient staff for their assistance. 
The actual administration was done by the parganah officials, 
the shiqdar and the munsif or amil, assisted by the staff both 
official and semi-official for several branches of government. 
When Akbar ascended the throne, this administrative 
organisation was in existence and we are not informed that he 
introduced any remarkable changes in this system because Sher 
Shah's administrative machinery was very elaborate and well 
laid out. However he made improvements in the organisation of 
military department and many other branches of administration 
and in connection of sarkar or parganah government he adopted 
new names for certain old offices and introduced some new 
functionaries. 
Chief officers of the province — There was a network 
of officers in the administrative machinery of the province. 
These were as follows: 
-44-
Provlncial Governor — Under the Lodis and the Surs the 
provincial governor was called Hakim . Akbar after the reorga-
nisation, gave the title as Sipah Salar, although popular 
connot&tion was that of Subahdar . Later on, they were termed 
, 4 
as Nazim-^ . The Sipah Salar was the viceregent of the Eknperor. 
Next to him in official rank was the Diwan. We see that some-
times the Sipah Salar and the Diwan were appointed simultaneously 
and the Diwan was to assist him in revenue matters and making 
peace and order. The appointment of Said Khan to assist Haji 
Khan in Malwa was of the same purpose . The appointment of 
Khwaja Muinuddin Ahmad Faraukhudi as Diwan to assist Abdullah 
Khan Uzbeg, when he was sent as Subahdar of Malwa, was of the 
same kind . 
When a Subahdar was appointed the emperor invested him 
with the insignia of office and bestowed on him befitting 
7 
honours and other gifts'. He was given an instrument of 
instructions at the time of his departure to take over the 
Q 
charge • The farmans containing these instructions were sent 
1. P.Saran, Provincial Government of the Mughals, p. 157. 
2. P.Saran, Provincial Government of the Mughals, p.157. 
3. Riyaz-us-Salatin(Tr.), p. 168. 
4. Aln-i-Akbari(S.A.K,), p.223-
5. T a r i k h - i - S h e r s h a h i , f . 90b . 
6. Akbarnama, I I , pp .168-69. 
7 . Islam Khan was appointed t h e governor of Bengal i n 16C8, 
and came t o Agra t o r ece ive the i n s i g n i a of o f f i c e Vide 
Maasir-ul-Umara, I , p .118 . 
8. P .Saran , P r o v i n c i a l Government of t h e Mughal, p .170 . 
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to Shahbaz Khan\ the governor of Malwa in 159A and to Prince 
Murad while he was governor of Malwa. 
A very important instance of the chief of Orcha throws 
sufficient light on the fact that when a Subahdar arrives into 
the province to take over the charge, the zamindars of the 
subah had to pay homage to the provincial governor. In the 
year 1591 prince Murad was appointed subahdar of Malwa^, all 
4 
the local zamindars came to pay him homage on his arrival . 
5 
But the chief of Orcha Madhukar did not come . The prince 
informed the Central Government and Madhukar was severely 
reprinanded and ordered to do submission and obeisance to the 
new governor . 
Meanwhile, Madhukar had not submitted, and Murad in his 
anger attacked Orcha but was obliged to withdrai^ on account of 
7 
Akbar's intervention . * For this act Murad and his officers 
were much reproved and ordered to readjust the losses of 
8 ' 
Madhukar and to immediately go back to Malwa . This incident 
1. Oriental Miscellany(Cal.1798), Vol.1, pp.15-23. 
2. Akbarnama, III pp.598-600 . 
3. Akbarnama,III, p.598; Rafaqat Ali Khan, The Kachhwahahas 
Under Akbar And Jahangir, p.1A6. 
4. Akbarnama, III, p.604. 
5. Akbarnama, III, p.604. 
6. Akbarnama, III, p. 604. 
7. Akbarnama, III, pp.604-05. 
8. Akbarnama, III, p.605. 
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c l ea r ly suggests t h a t the subahdars were not empowei^ ed to at tack 
the t e r r i t o r y of the zamindars without ge t t ing sanction from the 
Central Government^ except in cases of exigency. 
Deputy Goverpor as Ataliq — Generally responsible 
persons of b e f i t t i n g qua l i f i ca t ions and experience were appointed 
as governors of the .province . But in the case of royal princes 
and sons of nobles of high rank, an experienced and capable 
person was invariably deputed and sent as Ataliq(guide and 
perceptor ) to the young subahdar, who was cautioned always to 
follow the advice of the Ataliq. The Ataliq(Deputy-governor) 
was held ful ly answerable for any sor t of ineff iciency or 
2 
maladministration . For ins tance, Shahbaz Khan was sent as 
Ata l iq , as his rank was ra ised , t o Mirza Shahrukh when he was 
3 
appointed governor of Malwa in 1592-93 . 
Off ic ia t ing Governor or The Agent of Absentee Qovemor— 
We notice in some cases , the governor appointed i s 
absent and an agent of h is own choice(subject to the approval 
of the Etoperor) was to administer the subah in h i s name while 
1. Akbamama, I I I , p.605» P. Saran, Provincial Government of 
the Mughals, p.114. 
2. Mirat-i-Ahmadi(Baroda Text) , p t . I , p . 137» Akbamama, I I I , 
pp.217-218 . 'Wazir Khan, the Ataliq of Mirza Abdurrahim 
was held responsible for the chaos and maladministration 
in Gujarat and was recal led and demoted to the faudarship 
of I d a r ' . 
3. Akbamama, I I I , p.644; Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, I I , p . 388. 
Badauni says Wakil while Abul Fazl gives the term Ataliq. 
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t h e governor appointed remained a b s e n t , e i t h e r i n a t t e n d a n c e , 
or i n compliance to the Emperor 's o rde r s or sometimes for 
pe r sona l r e a s o n s , through t h e favour and forbearance of t h e 
Emperor^ Sometimes he a l s o had t o be absen t for h i s being on 
pub l i c duty or on a campaign, and a deputy was appointed t o 
2 
o f f i c i a t e i n h i s p l a c e dur ing h i s absence . We f ind Khan-i-Dauran 
of Malwa o f f i c i a t i n g in t h e same manner as he went t o suppress 
a r e b e l l i o n in Balaghat dur ing absence of Khan-i-Zaman, t h e 
governor i n 1635 . 
I n s t i t u t i o n of appo in t ing . jo in t -governors— After g iv ing 
a l o t of thought t o t h e problem Akbar in h i s t h i r t y - f i r s t regnal 
yea r , found i t necessa ry t o appoin t two persons t o each p rov ince 
as Jo in t -gove rno r s with t h e i n t e n t i o n t h a t i f one came t o t h e 
L 
c o u r t , or should f a l l i l l , t h e o t h e r might look a f t e r h i s work . 
5 
He a l s o sen t with them a Diwan and a Bakhshi . This p r a c t i c e 
seems no t to have been s t r i c t l y fol lowed subsequent ly . However, 
we f ind in some cases v*iere a deputy or j o i n t - g o v e r n o r was s e n t 
t o a s s i s t t h e governor of a p r o v i n c e . Under t h i s system of j o i n t 
governors which the emperor "made a t t h i s t i m e , Abul Fazl informs 
t h a t i n 1585-86 Khan-i-Azam Mirza Aziz Koka and Naurang Khan were 
s e n t as j o i n t - g o v e r n o r s i n Malwa . With them Mukhtar Beg and 
7 
Fa thu l l ah were s e n t as Diwan and Bakhshi r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
1. P. Saran, P r o v i n c i a l Government of The Mughals, p . 1 6 1 . 
2. P. Saran, P r o v i n c i a l Government of The Mughals, p . 1 6 1 . 
3 . I shwar i P rasad , The Mughal Empire, p.479J P .Saran , P r o v i n c i a l 
Gk)vernment of The Mughals, p . 161. 
4. Akbarnama, I I I , p . 511 -
5. Akbarnama, I I I , p.511« 
6. Akbaniama,I I I , p . 5 1 1 ; M.Athar A l l , The Apparatus of Empire,p. 12, 
7 . Akbarnama,III , p . 5 1 1 ; M.Athar A l i , The Apparatus of Empire,p. 12. 
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The Dlwan — The word Diwan was used in Arabia since 
very early t imes. Under the Mughals i t was used to denote as 
the minis ter of revenue. His main duty was t o look a f te r the 
agrar ian administrat ion and he was di rec ted to ensure f a i r 
dealing to the peasants and encourage cu l t iva t ion . 
The provincia l Diwan was next to the governor in pos i t ion 
and was the head of the finance in the province and had several 
off icers under him. These were the peshkar(the secre tary and 
personal a s s i s t a n t ) , the darogha(office svper in tendant ) , the 
mushrif(probably the head c l e r k ) , the tahwildar- i -daf tarkhana. 
Besides them, in the lower leve ls the s ta f f consisted of the 
munshi of the kutchery, the huzur nawis(clerk dealing with 
Central Government Correspondence), subah nawis(clerk dealing 
with the correspondence with the governor 's o f f i c e ) , muharrir- i -
khalsa(clerk dealing with s t a t e l a n d s ) , muha r r i r - i -da f t a r - i - t an 
(sa lary disbursement c l e rk ) , muhar r i r~ i -daf ta r - i -pa ibaqi (c le rk 
in charge of rece ip ts and a r rea r s ) and so on . 
In the system of appointing joint-governors the Diwan was 
a lso sent with the Joint-governors and Mukhtar Beg was sent as 
Diwan under t h i s system*in 1585-86 in Malwa^. 
Akbar issued in 1596 an order tha t a l l p rovinc ia l diwans 
intimate t h e i r proceedings to him in accordance with the 
suggestions of the Imperial diwan, Khwaja Shamsuddin. 
1. The Administration of the Mughal Empire, pp. 229-3O. 
2. P. Saran, Provincial Government of The Mughals, pp.181-2* 
3. Akbamama, I I I , p . 511J M.Athar Ali , The Apparatus of The 
Empire, p. 12. 
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The Bakhshl — The Bakhshi was in charge of the mi l i t a ry 
establishment in the province. His off icers took the inspection 
of horses and the review of so ld ie rs on his i n s t ruc t i on . Then 
c e r t i f i c a t e s were issued to the mansabdars by him tha t the 
conditions of the i r mansabs had been f u l f i l l e d . The Diwan then 
arranged for the payment^. If i t was Jag i r , the Diwan kept 
accounts of the deductions made in nonfulfilment of a l l the 
condit ions^. If a mansabdar d i e s , the Bakhshi takes over the 
j ag i r . The mansabdar had to seek permission of the Bakhshi 
when taking leave from the s t a t i o n . When an expedit ion had 
to be sent , i t was Bakhshi's duty to c a l l various offfccers to 
p a r t i c i p a t e with tfie required s t rength of men and horses. 
The Bakhshi was also the p o l i t i c a l remembrancer(waqai 
n iga r ) . Occasionally a separate remembrancer was a l so appointed. 
The Bakhshi co l lec ted the repor ts through his agents s ta t ioned 
in the parganahs, made abs t rac ts and sent these to the imperial 
court. He kept h i s reporters(waqia-nawises) in the offices ©f 
the nazim, diwan, faujdar and kotwal for get t ing da i ly ne*s. 
Besides the agents of the provincia l Bakhshi, the cen t ra l govern-
ment appointed o f f i c i a l reporters d i r ec t l y from the headquarters 
and they reported d i r ec t l y to the cent ra l government^. 
1. Ray, Some Aspects of Mughal Administration, p.112. 
2. I.H, Qureshi, The Administration of the Mughal Empire, p.230. 
3. I.H. Qureshi, The Administration of the Mughal Qnpire, p.230. 
4. I.H. Qureshi, The Administration of the Mughal Empire,p.230. 
5. Ray, Some Aspects of Mughal Administration, pp. 112-114, 
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The provincia l Sadr. the Qazl and the Mir Adl — 
The provincia l Sadr was a theologian appointed to look 
a f t e r the re l ig ious i n t e r e s t of the Muslims in the province, 
development of r e l ig ion , learning and char i tab le grants of 
alma, suyurghal and madad-i-maash lands , st ipends t o ulama and 
deserving scholars . But he also made such grants t o deserving 
Hindu scholars . He also served as the provincial qazi who was 
in charge of the Judic ia l administrat ion. He recommended men 
for the d i s t r i c t qaz is . The qazi was helped by a mufti, versed 
in jurisprudence, who used to point out the law in a case before 
the qazi . There was qazi in every c i t y , town or l a rge v i l l age . 
Akbar was d i s s a t i s f i e d with the record of h i s corrupt 
qazis and created a new post , t ha t of Mir Adl, as the chief 
Jud ic ia l of f icer in the province. He was ins t ruc ted to deal 
with the cases through thorough inves t iga t ion . 
Local Administration — The province was divided in to 
sarkars and then in to parganahs or mahals. Under Sher Shah 
the executive head of a sarkar was cal led sh iqdar- i - sh lqdaran . 
I . e . the chief shiqdar and the head of the revenue was cal led 
munsif-i-munsifan. The duties of the chief shiqdar were s imilar 
to those of the faujdar under Akbar. However, in ce r ta in big 
areas , Sher Shah had appointed both shiqdar and faujdar. He 
had appointed faujdars whien Shujaat Khan was placed governor of 
Malwa . 
1. P.Saran, Provincial Government of The Mughals, p.194. 
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Faujdar was the d i rec t imperial representa t ive in the 
d i s t r i c t ( s a r k a r ) . Subordinate to the governor, whom he a s s i s t ed , 
h is primary duty was to maintain peace. The fau()dar was 
entrusted with the task of suppressing refractory elements and 
pol ic ing the d i s t r i c t . He was to control the d i s t r i c t army, 
guard the f r o n t i e r s , supervise the thanahs and to guard the 
ru ra l areas of h is sarkar . He was to a s s i s t the anretLguzar to 
co l l ec t the revenue. 
The Amalguzar was the next important off icer in the sarkar . 
He worked under the d i rec t ion of the provincial Diwan. His 
1 ' 
mult i far ious duties covered not only assessment and co l lec t ion 
of revenue but a lso punishing ref rac tory and dishonest peasants , 
robbers, e t c . His duty was to improve ag r i cu l tu re . He was to 
advance taqavi loans to poor c u l t i v a t o r s , 
c 
2 There was a qazi in every sarkar . The qazi was to be 
well-read in theology and possessing high moral character . In 
the exercise of his jud ic i a l duties he was ass i s ted by a mufti 
who expounded the law and the qazi applied the law and gave the 
judgement. 
The magesterial side of the subahdar's functions was 
exercised by the kotwal of the sarkar who was a magistrate not 
1, Ain-i-Akbari(SAK), p.228-230. 
2. The Qazi was the formidable rival of the faujdar. For full 
discussion, see an article of N.A.Siddiqui, " Pulls and 
Pressures on the Faujdars under the Mughals" PIHC, 
(1967, Patiala), pp.244-49. 
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only for the cap i t a l town of the sarkar but for the en t i r e 
1 
sarkar . 
Besides these o f f i ce r s , the re was an o f f i c i a l ca l led 
qanungo at the sarkar level . The qanungos o f sarkars are 
generally unnoticed by the h i s t o r i a n s . He was t o send the 
d e t a i l s of the conditions of the r iaya , the muzarian and 
other res idents of the sarkar to the court . He sent current 
yea r ' s taqsim(papers r e l a t i n g to area) ha l -o-has i l ( revenue-
r ea l i za t i on ) and mawazina (revenue-col lect ion of previous 
years , usually ten) papers to the office of imperial diwan 
a f te r much co l l a t ion and explanation^. 
The sarkar qanungo was warned as to not r ea l i ze i l l e g a l 
taxes l ike malba and ikhraja t from the peasantry. One more 
important thing with the sarkar qanungo that he was to keep 
one of h is brothers or kinsmen at the imperial court so as to 
enable the cen t ra l government to obtain information without 
4 delay . ^ 
1. Ain-i-Akbari(SAK), pp.226-227J P. Saran, Provincial 
Government of The Mughals, p.196. 
2. 3. Zaheer Husain J a f r i , The Sarkar Qanungo: I6th - 17th 
Century Documents, P. I.H. C. , 1985. 
3. S. Zaheer Husain J a f r i , The Sarkar Qanungo: l6 th - 17th 
Century Docuaents, P,I.H.C. , 1985. 
4. S. Zaheer Husain J a f r i , The Sarkar Qanungo: I6th-17th 
Century Documents, PIHC., 1985. 
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Parganah Off ic ia l s — The head of the parganah 
adminis t rat ion under the Mughals was ca l led Amil. The Amil 
was to see t ha t a l l procedures regarding assessment and r e a l i -
zation of the revenue of the parganah were followed honestly. 
I t was his duty to expand the area under cu l t i va t ion and ensure 
the well-being of the peasants. All the cu l t i va to r s were to 
have d i rec t approach to him to ensure f a i r deal ing. 
The b i t i k c h i , chief accountant and r e g i s t r a r , kept a l l 
documents signed by o f f i c i a l s and peasants . Under Akbar there 
was one b i t ikeh i and not two as imder Sher Shah. The qanungo 
maintained revenue papers, - schedules of assessment, record 
of col lec t ions and had ful l information regarding land tenure 
of h i s parganah. P r io r to Akbar he received a commission on 
land revenue. Akbar made him a paid government off icer in 
three different grades. Each parganah had a t r ea su ry , the 
incharge of vrtiicii was ca l led khazanahdar or fotahdar or 
khazinahdar. 
The parganahs were grouped in to dasturs or a reas , for 
adminis trat ive convenience, in which pa r t i cu l a r codes of local 
usages and custom(dastur-ul-amal), compiled by qanungos, 
prevai led. 
CHAPTER-IV 
SOCIETY AND CULTURE 
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Socially and culturally Malwa occupied a distrint position 
among the provinces of Akbar and its uniqueness was also manifest 
earlier during the period of the Delhi Sultanate. In social life 
the people of Malwa had their separate identity and in cultural 
sphere too Malwa earned great reputation. It had become the 
great centre of sufi activities and this supplied tremendous 
impetus to the development of education in the province. 
Social Condition — the Common Man 
The general condition of the people of Malwa was definitely 
one of prosperity. The fertility of soIL and growing abundance is 
clearly indicative of a good living standard of the comwon people. 
Besides this the cloth karkhanas at Dhar, Sironj, Sarangpur and 
Chanderi and the royal mints at Sironj, Sarangpur, Mandu and 
UJJain provided great opportunity of employment to the people of 
Malwa. 
Referring to Chanderi Babur writes, " All houses in 
Chanderi, Aether of high or low, are built of stone, those of 
chiefs being labouriously carved* those of the lower classes are 
also of stone but are not carved. They are covered in with stone-
2 
slabs instead of with earthen tiles". Referring to SironJ, 
Konserrate, a traveller contemporary with Akbar mentions that 
1. Ain-i-Akbari, I, p.A55; Mundy, 5^-57, especially, 57; 
Tavernier, I, p.47? Malcolm, I.p. 8. 
2, Baburnama(Tr.), p.596. 
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the poor classes in this town lived in round huts . He says 
that in Malwa this is the only region where such miserable 
2 hovels are visible . 
Life of Peasantry — On account of the great fertility of 
land a large number of the population took to cultivation. It 
is recorded as a peculiarity of Malwa that both the peasants 
and artisans of the province used to carry arms^. Mahmud Khalji I 
had given instructions to his army not to cause any damage to the 
crop of the peasants whenever the army was on the march, but in 
case the damage of crop could not be avoided he ordered the 
officers to calculate the loss and make good the loss incurred 
to the cultivators . 
Terry, whose experience was mainly gained in Malwa, says 
that " the ordinary sort of people" did not eat wheat which was 
abundantly produced and even exported, but used to take the flour 
of " a coarser grain" (probably Juwar) . 
The peasants in Malwa were a cheerful folk. They were 
fond of singing . At the rural marriage ceremonies women Joined 
7 
in dancing . • 
1. Monserra te , p . 2 1 . 
2 . MonserrateI p . 2 1 . 
3. Ain- i -Akbar i , I , p.455» T u z u k - i - J a h a n g i r i , p . 1 7 2 . The Ain has 
' g r a in -merchan t ' i n s t e a d of ' a r t i s a n ' . 
4. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p . 365. 
5. " Both(Sio ) toothsome, wholesome and h e a r t y " and " made up 
in round broad and t h i c k c a k e s " ( c h a p a t i s ) . (Te r ry , Voyage t o 
East I n d i a , reprii l i t ,London, 1777, p p . 8 7 , 199. This s ta tement 
does not occur i n t h e f i r s t v e r s i o n of T e r r y ' s J o u r n a l , r e p r i n t e d 
in t h e Early T r a v e l s ) . 
6. Malcolm, I I , p . 1 9 8 . 
7 . Malcolm, I I , p . 1 9 8 . 
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Caste System — Hindu socie ty was divided in to four 
d ivis ions with countless sub-divis ions and sub-castes which not only 
made i t more complex, but r ig id too. The Brahamans occupied a 
•1 
pos i t ion of grea t importance . They car r ied the name of t h e i r 
2 gotras in t h e i r names such as Gopali, Kausika, Bhargava, 
Chapaliya e t c . The Brahamans, sometimes took t i t l e s of d i s t i n c -
t i o n , showing t h e i r rank and the bulk of t h e i r education, such 
as Sukla, Triveda, Pandita, S ro t r lya , Yajnika, e t c . ^ 
The Brahamans in Malwa t r i ed t o keep aloof themselves from 
the company of the Muslims as i t was considered degrading to 
4 have r e l a t ion with the Muslims . 
The Kshatriya caste includes clans l i k e Chauhans, Parmaras, 
P ra t iha ras , Chandelas, Guhilas, Kalchuris e t c . ^ The Rajputs had 
long been the ru l e r s of Malwa before the establishment of the 
independent kingdom of Muslims in Malv/a. Euring the reign of 
Mahmud Khalji I I Purbiya Rajputs played more v i t a l ro le during 
the days of adverse v ic i s s i tudes of Malwa, 
The Vaisyas were r ich people and they took much i n t e r e s t 
in l i t e r a r y and cha r i t ab le a c t i v i t i e s . The preoccupations with 
ag r i cu l tu re , c a t t l e - r e a r i n g and handicraf ts were done by the 
Sudras. Their economic improvement had a l te red the qual i ty of 
socia l set-up? 
1. Malwa Through The Ages, p . A80. 
2 . Malwa Through The Ages, p . 4 8 1 . 
3. Malwa Through The Ages, p .482 . 
4. Malwa Through The Ages, p .482 . 
5. Malwa Through The Ages, p .484 . 
6. Malwa Through The Ages, p . 4 8 7 . 
^57-
Besides the Hindus there were a large number of Muslims 
in Malwa. The Muslim population was mainly constituted of 
those who were converted to Islam from Hinduism . These 
2 
converts retained the Hindu practices , Many of these were 
cultivators, artisans and labourers-^. There are references 
that zamindars during the reign of Babur, Humayun and Akbar 
had become Muslims on condition of retaining their rights 
time-honoured. 
The Jains were also a segment of the population of Malwa. 
Akbar had showered large favours to the Jains and had honoui-ed 
the Acharya of the Jain community Hirvijaya Suri by giving him 
the title of 'Jagat Guru'^. Akbar had issued a farman in 1584 
addressing the governors, Jagirdars and officials of Malwa, 
Multan, Lahore, Ahmadabad, Akbarabad, etc. and bestowed special 
favours on the Jains . 
Slavery =^ In Malwa slavery was mainly limited to the 
females only. Both female children and young women were 
purchased by all sections of the society. The dancing-girls 
were also sold. A l&rge number of female slaves were in the 
7 
Rajput households , The number of male slaves can be said as 
1. Malcolm, I I , p .108 . 
2. Malcolm, I I , p .109 . 
3. Malcolm, I I , p . 1 0 8 . 
4 . Malcolm, I I , p .109 . 
5. S.A, I . T i r m i z i , M u ^ a l Documents, p . 62, 
6. S .A. I , T i r m i z i , Mughal Documents, p . 62. 
7 . Malcolm, I I , p .199 . 
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rare and they were attached to rich men and acted as confiden-
tial servants'*. Male servants were treated more like adopted 
2 
children than menials . 
Dress And Costumes — The usual dress of the people of 
Malwa consisted of the garments as to cover the lower and upper 
parts of the body. Men used to wear pugrees^(turbans) also on 
their heads. The dress of the women included sari, ghaghra, 
choli etc. A choli called kamyyucholi , which only partly 
covered the breasts,was the fashion of the time. Women also 
used to wear woolen petticoats in the season of winter . 
Malwa had a well-developed textile industry and the cloth 
like muslin and chintz of the fine quality was manufactured 
there . It also formed part of the dresses of the people of 
Malwa besides Mughal seraglio and families of the mobility in 
Delhi. 
Position of Women — In Malwa women generally possessed 
high status. The girls of the higher classes were given proper 
Q 
f a c i l i t i e s t o a cqu i r e educat ion . Besides t h e s tudy of religious 
1. Malcolm, I I , p .199-
2 . Malcolm, I I , p .202 . 
3. Malwa Through The Ages, p .Agi . 
4. Malwa Through The Ages, p . 4 9 1 . 
5. Malwa Through The Ages, p . 4 9 1 . 
6. Malwa Through The Ages, p . 4 9 1 . 
7 . A in - i -Akbar i , I I , p .207 . 
8. Malwa Through The Ages, p .488 . 
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1 
books they l e a r n t the a r t of danc ing , p a i n t i n g and music . 
There was a c l a s s of cou r t e sans who were supposed to be 
s u p e r i o r t o t h a t of the common women . In t h e family t h e 
woman's p o s i t i o n was i n f e r i o r to t h a t of t he male. 
S a t l — With the Ra jpu t s , S a t i or even t h e s l a u g h t e r of 
women and c h i l d r e n was po in t of honour . I t was common i n Malwa 
and t h i s usage p r e v a i l e d most commonly when the Rajputs were 
t h e r u l e r s i n Malwa . S a t i was g e n e r a l l y p r a i s e d by the women 
of Malwa as i t s concept ion a l s o r e f e r s to ' a good wife* . The 
r e l a t i o n s h i p with a s a t i woman was cons ide red as badge of honour 
to vomenfolk . 
Jauhar — The custom of Jauhar was mainly l i m i t e d t o t h e 
7 
Ra jpu t s , though o t h e r cases a r e not w a n t i n g , 'rfhen a Rajput 
ch ie f sustained d e f e a t , h e and h i s w a r r i o r s u s u a l l y k i l l e d t h e i r 
women and c h i l d r e n or locked them i n s i d e an undergrourid enc losure 
and bur ied them a l i v e . 
The r i t e of Jauhar sometimes took more t r a g i c and hope le s s 
form. Babur g ives a v i v i d account of t he defea t and t h e obse r -
vance oflilPUbacJ)y -MedijQi Rai o l Chanflori i n Malwa. Aft*iL 
1. Malwa Through The Ages, p .488 . 
2 . Malwa Through The Ages, pp .488-489. 
3. L i fe And Condi t ions Of The People of Hindustan, p .190 . 
4 . Malcolm, I I , pp .206-207. 
5. 3hyam Parmar, Folklore Of Madhya Pradesh, pp.105-106. 
6. Shyam Parmar, Folklore Of Madhya Pradesh, p.106. 
7. Life And Conditions Of The People Of Hindustan, p.192. 
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sustaining defeat at the hands of Babur the warriors of Kedini 
Rai killed all their women and children following the custom 
and came forth to fight once again with their naked swords. 
But no sooner they realised it was not possible to fight and 
became fearful of being captured alive. To avoid such a 
humiliating lot they took the decision of committing suicide. 
It was arranged to put one of their men on an elevated spot 
with a sharp-drawn sword. All others then came forward below 
him one by one, their heads falling at regular intervals until 
all of them died''. 
Festivals —• The important Hindu festivals like Dusherah, 
Diwali and Holi were celebrated with the same ceremonies in 
Malwa as in the other parts of Hindustan. Dusherah was parti-
cularly observed by the Ra^ Jputs while the festival of Diwali 
2 
was celebrated by the merchant class . On this occasion people 
did illuminations at their houses. The Holi festival was 
commonly celebrated by the Muslims also . 
While Monserrate was on a visit to Malwa and reached 
Narwar, he saw the festivity of Holi. He says that people 
plastered their body with mud and also of those they met. They 
squirted red dye out of hpllow reeds. 
1. Baburnama(Tr.), pp.595-596. 
2. Malcolm, II, p. 194. 
3. Malcolm, II, p. 194. 
A. Monserrate, p.22. 
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Past lmes and Rec rea t ion — In t h e towns the p r e v a l e n t 
• 1 
v i c e was gambling with d ice . But i t was n o t common in t h e 
v i l l a g e s . The p o p u l a t i o n with martial c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s enjoyed 
themselves with t h e t r a i n i n g and e x e r c i s i n g of t h e i r ho r ses 
2 
and l e a r n i n g the use of weapons . 
The d a n c i n g - g i r l s were t h e source of e n t e r t a i n m e n t in 
t h e towns and c i t i e s and t h e v i l l a g e r s e n t e r t a i n e d themselves 
by women t rumble rs and rope-dancers . They had with them 
lower c l a s s of music ians and m i n s t r e l s which had become t h e 
common en t e r t a inmen t s o f . t h e r u s t i c people • 
Drug Addic t ion — Opium was l a r g e l y grown in Malwa and 
i t s a d d i c t i o n was common i n Malv/a. While Huraayun was s t a y i n g 
i n Malwa i t seems t h a t he became too engrossed with t h e scen ic 
beauty of Malwa and could not keep h imsel f a loof from the 
5 
contag ion of opium so common with t h e people of Malwa. Abul 
Fazl says t h a t t h e peop le of Malwa used t o g ive opium to t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n up t o t h e age of t h r e e yea r s . 
1. Malcolm, I I , p . 195. 
2 . Malcolm, I I , p . 195. 
3. Malcolm, I I , pp .195-196. 
4 . Malcolm, I I , p . 196 . 
5. Humayun Nama, p . I 3 I . To t h e complaints of Bega Begum 
about h i s n e g l e c t of t he Begums, Humayun asked fo r t h e i r 
Indulgence for h i s be ing opium-ea ter . 
6. A in - i -Akbar i , I I , p .207 . 
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Educatlon — During the independent kingdom of Malwa 
there was a network of madarsahs in the kingdom. At Mandu 
1 
there were madarsahs founded by Hoshang Shah and Ghiyasuddin 
Khilji^. 
Besides, there were madarsahs at Ujjain, Sarangpur and 
Raisen. The madarsah at Raisen was provided residential 
3 
accomodation for its students and teachers-^. 
Malwa was gif ted by a la rge number of s u f i - s a i n t s who 
were e i ther born there or migrated t o be s e t t l e d there . They 
taught the students a t t h e i r residences or mosques where they 
l ived . The madarsah of Shah Manjhan at Sarangpur made the c i ty 
as the great education centre l i k e Shiraz during the reign of 
L Akbar. Shah Man^han was appointed Sheikh-ul-Islam of Raisen by 
Sher Shah. 
During the reign of Akbar, Shah Umar taught students in 
5 
his madarsah at Mandu . Shaikh Muhammad Ghausi Shattarl 
received his initial education with Shaikh Kamaluddln Qureshi 
in his maktab at Mandu . 
1. F i r i sh t a , I , p .241 . 
2. Zafar-ul-Walih, I , pp.208-209; S.Abdul Hai, India During 
Muslim Rule, p. 178. 
3. S.Abdul Hai, India Curing Muslim Rule, pp.178-179. 
4. Gulzar-l-Abrar, p.372. 
5. Gulzar-i-Abrar, p.580. 
6. Gulzar-i-Abrar, p. 
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Offlcial t r a n s l a t i o n of a Work from Malva — In 1575 
Akbar d i rec ted Abdul Qadir Badauni to t r a n s l a t e in to Persian 
a book cal led Singhasan B a t t l s i , which i s a s e r i e s of t h i r t y -
two t a l e s about Raja Bikarmajit, the king of Malwa. Akbar also 
gave ins t ruc t ions to Qadir t o make a t r a n s l a t i o n of the work in 
•1 
prose and verse . Akbar appointed a learned Brahman t o a s s i s t 
2 
and i n t e rp re t the book to Badauni . The t r a n s l a t i o n was made 
ready within a few weeks and Badauni named i t Namah-i-khirad-
afza . 
Faizi wrote a masnavi e n t i t l e d Nala-Daman. This work 
describes the romance of Nala, the king of Nishada or Malwa, and 
Damyanti, the daughter of the king of Vidarbha, in touching 
poetry. Faizi completed Nala-Daman in four months and presented 
i t to Akbar on Dec. 11, 1594^. 
When Prince Murad was appointed governor of Malwa in 1591, 
a copy of the Persian t r a n s l a t i o n of the Mahabharata was sent 
to him with in s t ruc t ions tha t he should regula te h is character 
according to the teachings given in tha t work . 
1. Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, I I , p.186. 
2. Muntakhabrtut-Tawarikh, I I , p. 186. 
3. Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, I I , p.186. 
4. %bamama. I I I , p .661. 
5. Akbarnama(Tr.), I I I , p.914 n. 
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Literary Activity — In the field of literary activities, 
Malwa continued to prosper unhampered under the Muslim rulers. 
Though Persian was an official language and naturally received 
greater attention, the bulk of literature was also produced by 
the local Hindi and Sanskrit scholars. 
Persian — As Persian was an official language it was 
given more royal attention. The Sultans and later on the 
provincial governors and officers of >5alwa gave patronage to ' 
the ulama and mashaikh who were repositories of Peratai learning and 
which attracted them to come in large numbers and settle in 
Malwa . 
During Ghiyas Shah's reign a number of Persian books were 
written in Malwa. Shaikh Abdxallah Shattari, who had migrated 
to India during his reign and settled at Mandu, wrote Lataif-i-
Ghaibiah dealing with abstract philosophy and dedicated it to 
2 
Sultan Ghiyas Shah . Maulana Alimuddin Sharif wrote notes on 
FXisus-ul-Hikam-'^ . 
Shaikh Muhammad Ghausi S h a t t a r i of Mandu wrote G u l z a r - i -
Abrar during t h e r e i g n of Akbar and J ahang i r . This work n a r r a t e s 
the l i v e s and a c t i v i t i e s of t h e s u f i s of h i s t ime and p a s t . 
1. Shaikh Ghausi S h a t t a r i g ives a d e t a i l e d account of t h e 
ulama and mashaikh who had come t o s e t t l e i n Malwa,Vide Gulzar- i -
2 . Shahan-i-Malwa, p . 9 3 . • Abrar. 
3 . Shahan-i-Malwa, p*94. 
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He says that Shah Manjhan had made Sarangpur as a great centre 
of education as Shiraz with his learning''. Shah Manjhan reproduced 
by memory the books which he had lost in the loot while 
2 
migrating from Raisen to Sarangpur . 
Hindi and Sanskrit — Hindi and Sanskrit also received 
care from the Muslim Sultans. Sultan Mahmud Khalji I sent a 
poem composed in Hindi^ besides other presents to Abu Said 
Mirza, the ruler of khorasan. During the reign of Nasir Shah 
a large number of Hindi and Sanskrit works were produced . 
Hindi also became popular during the reign of the cultured 
5 
monarch, Baz Bahadur, when Rupmati and Baz Bahadur both 
composed poetry in Hindi. When Baz Bahadur wrote poems he 
•used to pour out his heart in Hindi poems descriptive of his 
love* and in his composed poems he often inserted the name 
7 
of his beloved Rupmati. 
During the period of Akbar and subsequently there developed 
in Hindi poetry a tendency to emphasize the technique of poetry 
and to describe in vivid detail the physical features of women 
1. Gulzar-i-Abrar, p.372. 
2. Gulzar-i-Abrar, p.372. 
3. F i r i sh t a , I I , p. 501. 
4. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p.368. 
5. For an idea of the compositions of Rupmati, See Luard, 
Dhar and Mandu, pp.22,23, 
6. Akbarnama II, p.137. 
7. Tabaqat-i~/lkbari, p. 596. 
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e 
and the followers of t h i s school were known as Reetl poets . 
Keshavdas a Reeti poet flourished during the reign of Akbar 
•1 
and Jahangir in Orchha and had received favours from the 
e 
chief of Orchha Indrajit Singh, son of Raja Madhukar. Indrajit 
Singh respected him as his guru. The books Rasikpriya, Nakh-
shikh, kavipriya, Chhandmala, Ramchandrika, Virsingh Dev Charit, 
Ratnavali, Vigyangita and Jahangirjaschandrika were written by 
2 
Keshavdas , 
Women also flourished in the sphere of Hindi poetry in 
Malwa. In the Raraait school of poetry a poetess named Madhur 
Ali wrote in the l a t t e r half of the s ix teenth century. She 
5 l ived in Orchha a t a time when i t was ruled by Raja Madhukar-^. 
Amongst her works are 'Ram Char i t ' and •Ganesh Dev Leela* but 
none of them are avai lable. ' 
In the sphere of Reeti poetry the names of Praveen Rai 
Patur , Rupmati and Teen Tarang are worth mentioning. Praveen 
Rai Patur was a dancer and s inger by profession. She developed 
her a r t in the court of Raja Ind ra j i t of Orchha who was her 
patron and was himself an expert in music . I t i s said tha t 
Praveen used to sing her own compositions. All of h i s compositions 
1. Hindi Sahitya Ka Vrahat I t ihas(Edited-Dr. Nagendra), 
par t VI, pp. 301-302. 
2. Hindi Sahitya Ka Vrahat I t ihas(Edi ted-Br. Nagendra), 
par t VI, pp.301-302. 
3. Sinha, p.222. 
4. Sinha, pp.239-40. 
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are not available but whatever scattered verses are available, 
they are sufficient to prove her genius to adore Muses and 
her originality of expression . Rupmati, the beloved of Baz 
Bahadur also belonged to this school of poetry. Teen Tarang 
carried on her devotion to the art of poetry under the 
2 
patronage of Raja Madhukar of Orchha . 
Shaikh Manjhan wrote 'Madhumalti'^ a love poem in Hindi 
about 1532. According to Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee, " Madhu-
malti is one of the best works of imagination written in North 
India" . 
During the reign of Mahmud I, Nasir Shah and Ghiyas Shah 
Sanskrit literature also prospered. During the reign of Ghiyas 
Shah, Punjaraja wrote a comraentory on sarasvata, a Sanskrit 
n 
,5 
grammer, i Mandu . In Orcha Sanskrit authors were also 
patronised' 
Music — Music attained to a high watermark in Malwa 
and was greatly patronised by the Muslim rulers. Shihab Hakim 
the historian of Mahmud Khalji I refers to the marriage 
1. Sinha, pp. 240-41. 
2. Kok Shastra Granth is said to have been written by 
Teen Tarang. See Sinha, p.252. 
3. The work was edited and published by Dr. M. P. Gupta 
(Allahabad, 195l). 
h. U.N. Day, /ledieval Malwa, p. 368. 
5. 3.L. Katre, PHIC, 1952,pp. 335-387. 
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ceremony and says t h a t nfusicians came with t h e i r sweet and 
melodious vo ice . He mentions t o t h e ins t ruments of the 
music ians l i k e Bajar , Daf, Chang, Barbat , Rubab, Nai , Ud, Fani 
and Arghanun . 
2 Ghiyas Shah took much i n t e r e s t i n t h e promotion of music . 
He c o l l e c t e d mus ic ians from a l l q u a r t e r s . He cons idered t h a t 
t h e women of h i s harem should be t augh t according t o t h e i r 
f i t n e s s the a r t of dancing and s i n g i n g , or p l a y i n g on the flute-^ 
and made arrangements in t h i s connec t ion . 
There were a l a r g e number of musicians i n t h e harem of 
Mahmud Khal j i I I and by t h a t time keeping of d a n c i n g - g i r l s and 
music ians had become t h e fash ion of the l i f e of the c o u r t i e r . 
The harems of Medini Rai , Sa l ivahan , S i l a h d i and Puran Mai 
mainta ined t r a i n e d music ians and dancing gi r l s . 
During t h e t ime of Baz Bahadur music had reached i t s 
p e r f e c t i o n . I t was Baz Bahadur 's t o o much devot ion t o music 
and a d d i c t i o n t o v i n e and women which c r e a t e d s l a c k n e s s i n t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and a t t r a c t e d the a t t e n t i o n of Akbar t o cap tu re 
Malwa-'. 
1. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p .390 . 
2. Zafar -u l -Wal ih , I , p .209 . 
5. Tabaqa t - i -Akbar i , p .562 . 
4. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p . 391. 
5. Chandra Kant T iwar i , Rupmati " The Melody Queen Of Malwa" . 
PIHC, 1977, P.2A6. 
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Abul Fazl has p r a i s e d 3az Bahadur as " a s i n g e r without 
r i v a l " . ' ' According t o Ahmad-al-Umri , " He(3az Bahadur) passed 
h i s days in t h e company of s i n g e r s and mus ic ians , and from t h e 
n o r t h and t h e south and the ea s t and t h e west c o l l e c t e d them, 
both men and women, s i n g e r s and c h a n t e r s and p l a y e r s upon a l l 
i n s t r u m e n t s , on t h e b in and t h e r a b a t on t h e na i and t h e s a r n a i 
2 
on the s a r a n g i and t h e tambura" . 
Rupmati, according t o Ahraad-al-Umri, was expe r t i n t h e 
a r t of poe t ry and music . Crump s a y s , •' Rupmati i s s t i l l 
remembered as p o e t e s s and music ian , and i s c r e d i t e d with t h e 
c r e a t i o n of the Bhup Kalyan Rag in i , a subo rd ina t e mode of Hindu 
. k 
music . 
During the capture of Mandu in 1535, when Humayun ordered 
a general massacre of the prisoners, he came to know that there 
was a musician called Bachchu among the captives, Humayun 
granted him an audience and was so pleased with his performance 
that he ordered him to be enrolled among the musicians of the' 
5 
court . 
1. Ain-i-Akbari(Tr.), I, pp.681-682. 
2. Crump, Lady Of The Lotus , p . 7 . Crump, fn .17 , p . 8 6 . " Bin an 
i n s t r u n e n t sometimes with f i v e sometimes with s i x , main 
wires s t r e t c h e d over two guards vs^ich g ive a p e c u l i a r 
resonant n o t e ; Rubab, a s t r i n g e d ins t rument p layed with a 
plectrum; Nai i s the f lu teJ Sarna i i s Pathan s t r i n g e d 
ins t rument ; Tantura a l so a s t r i n g e d ins t rument . " 
3. Crump, Lady Of The Lotus , p.A?, 
k. Crump, Lady Of The Lo tus , fn. 6 1 , p . 90. 
5. i shwar i P rasad , A Short His to ry of Muslim Rule in I n d i a , p . 6 7 9 , 
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Thus Malwa may be justly credited with its key role 
in fostering and sustaining all traits of cultural advance-
ment in the forms of music, poetry, dance, creative arts 
and industries, artistic patterns and modes of sophisticated 
and articulated life style which enriched the heritage and 
cultural profile of Malwa during a period under review. 
CHAPTER- V 
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE 
- 7 1 -
Persian Chroniclers were more in te res ted in recording 
p o l i t i c a l and mi l i t a ry h is tory and l e f t social and economic 
aspects of the time to a secondary p lace . Nevertheless some 
inquis i tous and v e r s a t i l e h i s to r i ans l i k e Abul Fazl provide 
us adequate mater ial to construct a framework of the economic 
s t ruc tu re c£ Malwa. The references of Ibn Battuta when 
compared with the remarks made by Abul Fazal show t h a t the 
pa t t e rn of production of the province had p r a c t i c a l l y seen 
l i t t l e changes and Malwa enjoyed for many centur ies the f r u i t s 
of i t s f e r t i l e s o i l , overflowing r i v e r s , bracing climate, 
na tura l resources lush green f ie lds and the s k i l l of the people 
in various handicrafts.' ' The s o i l of Malwa cons is t s e i t he r of 
a loose, r i ch , black loam, or a more compact ferguginous mould, 
2 both noted for t h e i r f e r t i l i t y . 
Agricultural Production — A s t r i k i n g fea ture of the 
agr icu l tu re of the province of Malwa was the mul t ip ic i ty of 
crops, both food and non-food. Some new f ru i t s were also 
introduced in Malwa. 
Food grains — Malwa grew abundant food gra ins including 
vrtieat, r i c e , barley and o i l seeds . Wheat grew in Malwa in a 
1. Chatarman in Chahar Gulshan and Sujan Rai Bhandari in 
Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh have given a descr ip t ion of Malwa 
which i s almost s imi la r with the descr ip t ion cf Abul Fazjal 
shows tha t p r a c t i c a l l y no change occurred in Malwa. 
2. The East India Gazetteer(Walter Hamilton), Vol.11, p.195-
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cons ide rab l e q u a n t i t y as Abul Fazal pu t s wheat f i r s t among 
the major crops of Malwa''. Wheat was grown a l l over Malwa, 
but s p e c i a l l y i n t h e reg ions of t h e s a r k a r s of Raisen and 
Sarangpur . The s a r k a r of Mandu a l s o produced i t i n l a r g e 
q u a n t i t y ^ . The bulk of t h e q u a n t i t y of wheat produced was ' 
t r a n s p o r t e d to o t h e r reg ions o r expor ted . The r i c h and 
f e r t i l e l and of Malwa g i f t e d with so many r i v e r s and t h e i r 
t r i b u t a r i e s was b e s t s u i t e d t o the produc t ion*of a l a r g e r 
q u a n t i t y of wheat. 
Rice was a l s o grown in Malwa but i n small q u a n t i t i e s 
for i n t e r n a l consumption . But a pargana of S a y l l g a r h in 
t h e s a r k a r of Handia was reputed for a h igh l e v e l of r i c e 
ou tpu t . Thus i t seems t h a t both h igh and low q u a l i t i e s of 
r i c e were c u l t i v a t e d in Malwa. 
Gram was a l s o c u l t i v a t e d i n Malwa i n l a r g e q u a n t i t y 
7 
t h a t l ed to i t s expor t from Malwa . Besides weat, r i c e and 
gram Malwa a l s o produced paddy, p e a s , mustard, Jowar, b a j r a , 
1. A in - i -Akbar i , I , p . 455 . 
2 . I r f a n Habib, An At las of the Mughal Bmpire(Sheet 9B). 
3. Rehla, p .167 . Ibn Ba t tu t a mentions t h a t the r e g i o n about 
Ehar produces abundant g r a i n , s p e c i a l l y \it\ea.t, 
4. Malcolm, A Memoir of Cen t ra l I n d i a , V o l . 1 , p . 8 . 
5. Malcolm, A Memoir of Cen t r a l I n d i a , V o l . 1 , p . 8 ; The East 
Ind ia Gaze t t ee r (Wal t e r H a m i l t o n ) , V o l . I I , p . 1 9 5 ; A i n - i -
5. A k b a r i ( T r . ) , V o l . 1 1 , p . 9 2 ; V o l . 1 1 , p p . 9 ^ - 9 3 . 
6. I r f a n Habib, kb At las of t h e Mughal Empire, p . 3 8 . 
7 . Malcolm, A Memoir of Cen t ra l I n d i a , Vol. I , p . 8 . 
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moong, tnaash, a rzan (mi l l e t ) , l inseed and t i l ' ' . Abul Fazal 
says tha t Garh region was r ich ag r i cu l t u r a l region tha t i t 
2 
exported grain to the Deccan and Gujarat . 
Fruits and Vegetables — Abul Fazal puts mango among 
the pr inc ipa l f r u i t s of Malwa', Malwa produced mangoes of 
the best var ie ty and t a s t e and refer r ing t o the excel lent 
qua l i ty mangoes from Malwa Jahangir remarks t h a t , " though 
mangoes are produced in many p a r t s , but there are few places 
the mangoes of which can r iva l those of Malwa in r ichness of 
4 
flavour, in sweetness, in freedom from f ibre and in s i z e " . 
5 6 
Mangoes were grown in the regions of Umaria-^, Hasilpur*^ and 
7 8 
Sagor' and between Mughal Sarai and Sadhaura in the sarkars 
of Kotri Pirawa, Mandu and Chanderi respect ive ly . 
q 10 
Melon, a major f ru i t of Malwa-^  was produced in Nandurbar 
11 and in the region of Balakwada , in the sarkar of Bijagarh. 
1. Ain- i -Akbar i (Tr . ) , Vol.11, pp. 92-93» Malcolm, A memoir? d.t 
Central India , Vol .1 , p . 8 . 
2. Ain-i-Akbari, I , p.456. 
3. Ain-i-Akbari, I , p.455. 
4. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri , p.377. 
5. OUzik-i-Jahangiri, p. 173. 
6. Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri , pp.178-179. 
7. Tazuk-i-Jahangiri , p.178. 
8. Mundy, I I , p . 56. 
9. Ain-i-Akbarl, I , p.455. 
10. Ain-i-Akbari, Vol .11, p.209. 
11. Ain-i-Akbari, I , p.463. 
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Among the important f r u i t s t h a t were produced in Malwa, 
Grapes occupied an important p lace . I t was chief ly produced 
a t Hasilpur'' and Dhar in the region of sarkar Mandu. 
Nandurbar also produced good grapes"^^. In both these regions 
two crops are said to grow every year . Of the other v a r i t i e s 
of f ru i t s and t rees Malwa, Khirni, Tamarind, P ipa l , Banyan 
a lso grew in Malwa. In the l o c a l i t y of Khokar in the sarkar 
region of Sarangpur wine was obtained from Mahua . In Mandu 
there i s a mention of another kind of f ru i t bearing t ree termed 
Khurasani Imli or baobab(Adansonia d i g i t a t a ) . TMs t r e e i s 
said to have been introduced into Mandu from Africa during the 
reign of Mahmud Khalji I I . Abul Fazal has mentioned t h i s ' t r e e 
as tamarind. Abul Fazal mentions " Here the tamarind grows 
7 
as la rge as a cocoanut and i t s kernel i s extremely white" . 
1. Ain-i-Akbari, I , pp.A55, 464; Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri ,pp.178-179. 
2. Ain-i-Akbari, I , p.456, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri , p.172. 
3. Ain- i -Akbari(Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.209. 
4. Ain- i -Akbari (Tr , ) , Vol.11, p.207-208. 
5. Finch, ^arly Travels , p.143. 
6. G.Yazdanl, Mandu, The City of Joy, p . 2 . Ernest Barnes(Jr. 
B. B.R.A.S. , " Ehar and Mandu" , p . 355) says " I t abounds in 
Nalcha and Mandu and except an occasional specimen i t i s 
not to be found in any other pa r t of Malwa, and i s exotic 
in India. The Adansonia d i g i t a t a , i . e . the Baobab t ree of 
Senegal i s known in Malwa as Khorasanl Imli . I t seems 
probable t h a t the t r e e was introduced in to Malwa from 
Abyssinia during the reign of Mahmud Khalji , when Mandu was 
a t i t s zenith and close t rade r e l a t i ons with tha t country existed." 
7. Ain- i -Akbari(Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.208. 
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In Malwa vegetable crops of di f ferent v a r i e t i e s were 
also cul t iva ted . Mention must be made of Lobiya, Turiya, 
c a r r o t , onion, l e t t u c e , lemon, peas e tc . ' ' The vegetables 
l i k e spinach, tu rn ip , cabbage, kachnar, chaula i , bethuwa, 
ginger, boi , radish were also grown to ca te r with the urban 
demand. In the cu l t i va t ion of vegetables a p a r t i c u l a r caste 
of 'ma l l s ' was engaged in i t ^ . There also grew a number of 
spelces . Among them the most common were ajwain, dhania, r a i 
and ginger. Luard's l i s t also includes Sonph(Dilseed), 
Mitha nim(curry l e a f ) , M i r c h i ( c h i l l i ) , Dhania(corainder seed), 
AJwain, ^ i ra(pepper) , Rai(mustard), Adrak or Sonth(ginger) . 
Other Products — Malwa was famous for i t s abundance in 
cu l t iva t ion of be te l leaf or pan. According t o Ibn Bat tuta , 
an excel lent qua l i ty of be te l l eaf was exported t o Delhi . The 
l a rge quantity of betel leaf t h a t was produced in Malwa became 
a commodity of general consumption and almost an i n s t i t u t i o n 
in soc ia l spheres of l i f e . Even i t was given to the guests 
5 during the marriage celebrat ions as a symbol of welcome'^. 
Pan was produced at Machalpur in the sarkar region of Sarangpur 
1. Ain-i-Akbari(Tr.), Vol.11, p.92-93. 
2. J.N. Sarkar, Mughal Economy, p.22; Irfan Habib, Agrarian 
System of Mughal India, p.47. 
3. C, E. Luard, Indore State GazetterCCentral India State 
Gazetteer Series), Vol.11, p.94. 
4. Rehla, p.167. 
5. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p.357. 
6. Ain-i-Akbari, I, p.462, 
-76-
and at Sironj\ which was a great commercial town of Malwa, in 
the sarkar region of Chanderi. Sironj produced betel leaf in 
large quantity^. Abul Fazal says that at Hasilpur excellent 
quality of pan was cultivated^. But it is possible to read 
this reference as applying to Malwa generally . 
The territory of Malwa is highly fertile, being princi-
pally covered with the soil called 'mar' or 'kali' by the local 
people and 'black cotton soil' by Europeans^, was most suited 
to the production of cotton which definitely was an important 
product during the period under review. Cotton was produced 
between the towns of Barrai and Pamaria in the region of the 
sarkars of Raisen and Chanderi. 
7 
Abul Fazal makes reference to Indigo production but it 
was raised in comparatively small quantity . Besides indigo, 
morindo citrifolia was cultivated, the root of which produced 
an excellent red dye was cultivated in large quantity and was 
Q 
of g r e a t commercial va lue . C e r t a i n l y t h e dye t hus ob ta ined 
from indigo and morindo c i t r i f o l i a was used in the t e x t i l e 
manufacturer of Malwa, 1. Finch, Early T r a v e l s , p .143 . 
2 . Finch, Ear ly T r a v e l s , p . 143 . 
3. A in - i -Akbar i , I , p . 4 5 5 . 
4. Irfan Habib, An Atlas of the Mughal Enpire, p, 38. 
5. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol,XVII, p. 100 . 
6. Mundy, I I , p . 5 5 . 
7. A i n - i - A k b a r i ( T r , ) , V o J , I I , p , 9 3 . 
8. Malcolm, A Memoir of Cen t ra l I n d i a , V o l . 1 , p . 8 . 
9. Malcolm, A Memoir of Cent ra l I n d i a , V o l . 1 , p , 8 . 
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The town of SironJ in the sarkar of Chanderi produced 
roses, presumably in a considerably large quantity. They were 
both of red and white colours. The roses of white colour bore 
fair and fine smell. 
Of all the productions opium is most important, the soil 
and climate appearing singularly well adapted for the cultivation 
of poppy . The extraction of opium from the poppy constituted 
a great part of export trade of Malwa^. The best of the opium 
was produced at Kanasia in the sarkar territory of Sarangpur. 
Between the region of IXiraha and Sehore in the sarkar 
territory of Raisen, the production of sugar-cane was extensively 
undertaken. The cultivation of sugar-cane was more than suffi-
cient for internal consumption . 
Similarly the cultivation of tobacco was also sufficient 
7 
for home consumption . This tobacco was sweet in smell and 
Q 
strong in taste. It was used to eat with the pan . The tobacco 
was also used for smoking purpose. Ihe Malwa tobacco, more 
1. Mundy, II, p, 56. 
2. Ain-i-Akbari, I,p.455J Finch, Early Travels ,p.142; Tuzuk-i-
Jahangir i pp.178-179? The East India Gazetter(Walter Hamilton), 
3. Malcolm, A Memoir of Central India , Vol .1 , p . 8 . Vol . I I ,p .195 . 
4. Jourdain, p. 149. Finch, Early Travels , a lso i-efers the 
place name of Kanasia for opium production. 
5. Ain-i-Alfbari, I, p,455; Mundy, II, p. 55. 
6. Malcolm, A Memoir of Central India, Vol. I, p.8. 
7. Malcolm, A Memoir of Central India, Vol.1, p.B. 
8. Mundy, II, pp.96-97. 
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specially that of the Bhilsa, was very fine, the best in India, 
and much sought after by the votaries of huqqah . 
Forests and their producta — Malwa seems to be covered 
widespread forests. However, there is no det-^ iled infonnation 
of forests but the districts where large number of wild elephants 
are recorded may extensively be regarded as covering large 
forests tracts. Abul Fazal has listed among the forests such 
territories as Chanderi, Raisen, Unchod and Satwas, Hoshangabad, 
2 
Handia and Bijagarh • 
CertPinly these forests were of more importance for the 
supply of wood used in buildings, furniture and fuel wood. 
Several of these forests bear fine timber and particularly the 
teak . These varieties of wood formed valuable articles of 
commerce. Rose-wood might have been acquired from the orchards 
4 
from the town of SironJ , in the sarkar of Chanderi, to be used 
in most decorative and tender furniture and other articles. The 
forests supplied quite a number of products to the people of 
Malwa. Honey certainty was a fresh product and i t s by-products 
were prepared in sizable quaiitl^y was of great use and served 
various purposes. Wax candles were used for the purpose of 
1. The East India Gazetter(Walten Hamilton), Vol.11, p.195. 
2. Ain-i-Akbari, I , p.132. 
3. Malcolm, A Memoir of Central India, Vol.1, p.9. 
4. Mundy, II, p. 56. 
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illumination in different ceremonies and formed an ar t i c l e bf 
consumption in the royal courts and palaces • Art i f i c ia l 
trees made of wax, s i lk and wire were used for the purpose of 
decoration during the marriage ceremony of Prince Ghiyas Shah 
and similarly on the occasion of reception accorded to Sultan 
2 Muzaffar Shah of Gu;3arat by Mahmud Khalji II . 
The largely stretched forests of Malwa had a large 
number of wild elephents as mentioned by Abul Fazal"' and 
besides the^ie, there were many other wild animals too. Among 
these the tiger» leopard, bear, wolf, hyaena, wild dog, antelope, 
n i lgai (n i l gaw or the \diite footed antelope), sambar and other 
deer species^. Ihe presence of such wild animals in plen'ty 
provided an ample scope for royal game of hunting. Die k i l l i n g 
of wild animals also served the purpose of hides. The commodi-
t i e s prepared of these hides were of great value. The skin of 
the Sambar yAien well furnished formed an important material for 
the military accoutrements of the soldiers^. The skin of Sambar 
was also exported to the neighbouring places. Similarly, 
elephant tusk was a coveted commodity domestically used in deco-
ration as ivory and exported abroad in shapes of rare and valuable 
goods. Much of i t adorned the royal palaces and nobles' massions 
in the Capital. 
1. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p.358. The illuminations in the 
marriage ceremony of Ghiyas Shah were of wax candles as well 
as lamps. 
2. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p. 358. 
3. Ain-i-Akbari, I , p.132. 
4. Malcolm, A Memoir of Central India, Vol.1, p.9. 
5. Malcolm, A Memoir of Central India, Vol .1, p .9 . 
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Text i le Manufactures — The t e x t i l e Industry of Malwa 
was well advanced. Malwa produced f ine c lo th of d i f fe ren t 
q u a l i t i e s , Abul Fazal writes t h a t the cloth of best t ex tu re 
i s woven 1.. Malwa\ He refers to the excel len t ly woven white 
musllm(inahmudl) of SlronJ \^ ich was an lmport?nt centre of 
manufacture of gold and s i l v e r embroidered c lo th . The qual i ty 
of t h i s c loth made a t SlronJ was tha t I t was semi-transparent 
known as (ab-1-rawan, »flowing wa te r ' ) • When t h i s c lo th was 
put on the person, i t s thinness gave the body an appearance of 
nakedness^, llie merchants were not allowed to export t h i s c loth 
and the Governor of Malwa used to send a l l of I t for the royal 
s e r a g l i o , and for the chief nobles of the court . The wives of 
the Einperor and the nobles wore garments of t h i s c lo th^ . SlronJ 
was also reputed for the manufacture of Chintz, exce l l en t In 
qua l i ty which was much esteemed throughout India" , Chintz was 
the p r in ted cloth and i t s colours were l i v e l y . Hie more i t was 
7 
washed the more beaut i ful i t become . 
1. Aln- l -Akbarl (Tr . ) , Vol.11, p.207. 
2. Aln-1-Akbari, I , p .461. 
3. Tavemler , Vol .1 , pp. 46-47. 
4. Tavemler, Vol .1 , p . 46. 
5. Tavernler, Vol .1 , pp.46-47. 
6. Mundy, I I , p . 56. 
7. Tavernler, Vol .1 , p.46. 
- 8 1 -
Muslin(mahmudi and sa r i sa f ) was also fabr ica ted in 
Chanderi. Sarangpur which had a f a i r town-house manufactured 
good musl. and turban cloth . I t had a grea t t r ade of a l l 
2 
s o r t of clothings vrfiich were made . Hasilpur, In the sarkar 
of Mandu, also had a manufacture of muslin*. The e n t i r e white 
c loth produced a t Dhar, in the sarkar of Mandu, was purchased 
by noblemen . 
Thus Malwa enjoyed fame and name in textile industry and 
the cloth produced therein was in great demand in other 
provinces besides the capital. Even the transparent cloth 
manufactured in the Subah was banned to merchants as being 
ejcportable and was only reserved for use among the Emperor's 
seraglio and noble's houses. This cloth definitely would have 
been priced costly. 
Gold and Silver Work — The ornaments had been an 
important article for female decoration and beautification 
since ancient times. During the sultanate and the Mughal periods 
costly ornaments generally made of gold silver and precious 
stones were used by the women of royal seraglio and nobles' 
families. In Malwa too the art of goldsmith was certainly 
developed. The paintings of Nimataamah show women dressed in 
1. Finch, Early Travels, p.143, Jourdain, p. 150. 
2. Jourdain, p. 150. 
3. Ain-i-Akbari, I, p.462. 
4. Khafi Khan, II, pp.234-35. 
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piale costumes but wearing ornaments . The bang le s , e a r - r i n g s 
and tops a re c l e a r l y p i c t u r e d . We f ind a mention of ornaments 
as Jhuna and J h a m a r t a l i mahmudshi as ornaments p r e s e n t e d t o 
t h e women of the nobles during t h e marr iage of Ghiyas Shah. 
Among the ornaments Abul Fazal gives a long l i s t of t h e 
2 
v a r i e t y of women's ornaments • Among the head-ornaments 
mention may be made of ' S i s - p h u l ' , an ornament fci t h e head 
resembl ing the marigold; 'Mang*, worn on the par t ing of the 
h a i r t o enhance i t s beauty* ' K o t - b i l a d a r ' , worn on t h e forehead 
and c o n s i s t i n g of f i n e bands with long c e n t r e drop; 'Sekra* 
( S h i k h a r a ) , seven or more s t r i n g s of p e a r l s , l i n k e d t o s tuds 
and hung from t h e forehead i n such a manner as t o conceal t h e 
face and 'Bindul l ' worn on the forehead*^. Among the ornaments 
of ear Abul Fazal mentions 'Kamaphul' , ' P i p a l p a t t i ' , »Ba l i ' , 
!Mor-Bhanwar' and ' C h a m p a k a l i ' . Nose, l i k e w i s e , was r i ch ly 
adorned with a v a r i e t y of ornaments , e . g . ' P h u l i ' , Nath and 
Laung. Among t h e neck ornaments ' H a n s ' , 'Gu laband ' , and 'Har ' 
5 
were important-^. For t h e arms, w r i s t s and f i n g e r s , l i k e w i s e , 
there were d i f f erent type of ornaments v i z , 'Bazuband', 'Tad', 
Gajreh*, 'Kangan*, • Churin', »Bahu '•, • Jawe', and • Anguthi'^. 
1. U.N. Day, Medieval Maiwa, p .360. 
2. A i n - i - A k b a r i ( T r . ) , V o l . I l l , pp .3^3-3^4 . 
5. A i n - i - A k b a r i ( T r . ) , V o l . I l l , pp.343-3A^. 
A. A i n - i - A k b a r i ( T r . ) , Vol. I l l , p . 343. 
5. A l n - i - A k b a r i ( T r . ) , V o l . I l l , pp .343-344. 
6. A i n - i - A k b a r i ( T r . ) , V o l . I l l , p . 344 . 
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All these ornaments were of gold and were made either plain 
or studded with jewels^. The ornaments made of silvei were 
presumably used by the people of lower category than nobles. 
These ornaments mentioned by Abul Fazal seems to be common in 
Malwa among the families of nobles and local zamindars and 
other rich people. This naturally might have attracted the 
skilled goldsmith to settle in Malwa. Utensils of gold and 
silver were used by the nobles and the richer class of the 
people. 
Pottery and Glaze — Besides other industries in Malwa 
the glazed pottery industry was much developed. The work of 
glazed pottery had reached a mark of high standard. But in 
Malwa, particularly Mandu, this industry had a large production 
of high standard of glazed pottery. Blue and yellow painted 
2 
glazed tiles are distributed throughout the buildings of Mandu . 
Percy Brown elaborately writes, " So much of this is even now 
traceable that it is evident there was a flourishing industry 
in glazed earthenware at Mandu during the fifteenth century, 
and the fine colours the potters were able to produce show 
that they were adepts at their trade. They possessed the secret 
formula, now apparently lost, for the preparation of a turquoise 
blue which for brilliancy has never been surpassed and the 
probability is that these craftsmen brought it with them from 
1. Ain-i-Akbari(Tr.), Vol.Ill, p.344, 
2. Percy Brown, Indian Architecture(Islamic Period), p.63. 
- 8 ^ -
Multan, which again had derived i t in the f i r s t instance 
from Pers ia . " As Malwa on the whole prospered a f t e r the 
occupation of M u r a l s as a province of the empire, t h i s 
industry of glazed pot te ry also seems to be enjoyed i t s 
p rosper i ty . 
Minerals — In the f ie ld of minerals Malwa was not 
lagging behind. The h i l l y t r a c t s of Malwa abound in various 
kinds and of d i f fe ren t t i n t s . Diamond, the most precious of 
a l l s tones , was found in Malwa. Shihab Hakim makes the 
mention of the t e r r i t o r i e s of Ratanpur and Raipur as possessing 
the mines of diamonds . We also come accorss to the reference 
of some other gems and precious stones as Yaqut-i-Hiramane(red), 
Firoza Zamarrud(green) . 
Marble was a lso avai lable in Malwa. I t was of varying 
hues from >rtiite t o pink. The marble of yellow colour was also 
found in Malwa. Marble was p a r t i c u l a r l y used in royal buildings? 
The existence of precious stones in Malwa a lso led t o 
the production of valuable a r t i c l e s as t rays of Yaqut and cups 
of Firoze . Shihab Hakim also mentions that Mahmud Khaljl I 
sent as presents the items as a cup of Yaqut, a p l a t e of Aqiq, 
1. U*N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p. 339* 
2 . U.N.Day, Medieval Malwa, p . 359. 
3. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p . 359. 
4 . U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p.36Q. 
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1 
a spoon of Ruby, a dish of Flroza and a basin of alabaster ••, 
This ascertains that these articles were the specialities of 
Malwa and definitely were of high repute. 
Ihere was a sliver mine at Joga^ in the sarkar territory 
of Handle. Ihe silver obtained from these must have consumed 
in the mints uttering silver rupee. It was also used in making 
ornaments, utensils and decorative pieces. 
Animals of Coaaerclal Value — Malwa was also rich in 
the sphere uf animals. They contributed much to the economy 
of the province. Among animals of commercial value like horses, 
camels and elephants were found in abundance. The region of 
Bhinkangaon^, in the sarkar territory of Bijagarh, was rich in 
horses. The horses of Bhikangaon were certainly used in the 
cavalry of Malwa Sultans and local zamindars. There might be 
the ejqport of these horses to the capital for royal stable. 
Similarly excellent bi»eed of cows were reared In Malwa 
and they were mostly found in the region of Khandwa in the 
territory of sarkar Handla, There is a reference of one camel 
and cattle mart at Mandhata^ located in the territory of sarkai 
Handla. An annual fair was held here for the sale of cattle 
but it was famous for the sale of camels. 
1. U.N. Day, Medieval Malwa, p.360. 
2. Irfan Hablb, An Atlas Of The Mughal Empire, p.38. 
3. Aln-i=-Akbari, I, p.463; Ain-i-Akbari(Tr.), Vol.11, p.2l6. 
4. Irfan Hablb, An Atlas of the Mughal Bnpire, p.38. 
5. Irfan Hablb, An Atlas Of The Mughal Empire, p.38. 
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Thus Malwa had much commercial i n t e r e s t s in the rearing 
and sa l e of these c a t t l e . 
Mints — During the su l t ana te of Malwa there was only 
a s ingle mint for the en t i r e kingdom a t Shadiabad Mandu . But 
under Akbar the number of mints increased in Malwa. UJJain was 
the only mint in Malwa which u t t e red coins in a l l the three 
2 
metals , i . e . gold, s i l v e r and copper • All s i l v e r mints of 
1595 also u t t e red copper. In Malwa the mints which issued 
copper coins only were Siron;), Sarangpur, and Mandu. The copper 
mint a t SironJ was subsequently abolished. 
Trade Routes — Malwa had a net work of numerous roads, 
connecting la rge towns and c i t i e s , some of which had large and 
shady t r ees on both s ides and mile-stones to Ind ica te dis tance. 
Two routes forwarded northwards from Burhanpur t o Agra. The 
sho r t e r route for Agra crossed the r ive r Narbada a t Handia while 
the other crossing the r i v e r Narbada a t Akbarpur ran to UJJain 
and then joined the other route at Duraha . Mundy describes the 
route via Handia t o Duraha . Finch describes the route via 
Ujjain and thus t h i s route deviates from the route given in 
Chahar Gulshan, to pass through Mandu and Sarangpur . 
1. The Imperial Monetary System of Mughal India(Edited John. 
F. Richards), p .24 . 
2. Ain-i-Akbari, I , p .2? ; M.P.Singh, p .251. 
3. Ain-i-Akbarl, I , p .27. 
4. I r fan Habib, An Atlas Of The Mughal Empire, p .38 . 
5. Mundy, I I , pp. 51-55» Tavemier, I , pp. 54-55 a lso gives the 
same route. 
6. Finch, Early Travels , pp.139-143? Jourdain, pp.146-50; Roe, 
Pinkerton, p. 6, followed the same branch route upto Mandu. 
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All the important towns of Malwa like Mandu, Sarangpur, 
SironJ, Ehar, UJJain, Handia fell were located n^ trade routes 
and were flourishing trading towns of Malwa. 
General Economic Prosperity — The abundance of food 
grain, fruits and vegetables, production of fine cloth in large 
quantity and other industries and moreover the rich and fertile 
soil of Malwa is great evidence of the well economic prosperity 
of the proviace. The production was so large that it led to 
the eaqport of many things from Malwa. General economic prosperity 
is also indicated by the existence of well-built residential 
buildings in many towns of Malwa. Referring to Chanderi, Babur 
has written, " All the houses in Chanderi, whether high or low 
are built of stone, those of the chiefs being laboriously carved* 
those of the lower class also of stone but are not carved. They 
are covered in with stone-slabs instead of earthen tiles ,"• 
The towns of Malwa were flocked by the traders. The 
city of SironJ was inhabited by large groups of traders and 
artisans and it had multistoried houses of stone and bricks^. 
Chanderi in Malwa had 1^,000 stone houses', Ibn Battuta also 
praises the prosperous condition of Chanderi and speaks of it as 
a big city with thronged market places . 
1. Babur Nama, II, p.597. 
2. The Imperial Gazetteer Of India, Vol.XXIII, p.39. 
3. Ain-i-Akbari(Tr.), p.207. 
4. Rehla, p.166. 
CHAPTER - V I 
SUFI ORDERS AND THEIR SOCIAL IMPACT 
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Malwa l i ke several other pa r t s of the country became 
a f lourishing centre of the growth of sufi theosophy and 
mystic orders. I t s t a r t ed with the mystic and s p i r i t u a l 
a c t i v i t i e s of three d isc ip les of Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya 
during the fourteenth century v i z . , (1) Shaikh Wajihuddin 
Yusuf, (2) Shaikh Kamaluddin (3) Shaikh Mughis Uddin''. 
Shaikh Wajihuddin was one of the Chief Khalifas of 
Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya who deputed him to e s t ab l i sh a 
2 Khanqah of the order at Chanderi . The other great s a in t , 
Shaikh Kamaluddin, was a grandson of Baba Farid. He too, 
was very dear to Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya and was deputed by 
him to go to Malwa, He was held in great veneration by the 
sul tans of Malwa. Sultan Mahmud Khal j i ( d . 1530 A. D.) had 
constructed a dome over his grave and a khanqah for the 
vo ta r ies of the s i l s i l a h ^ . 
Maulana Mughisuddin was the t h i r d great Khalifa of 
Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya to grace Malwa. He s e t t l e d a t UJjain 
4 
near the r i ve r s ide and h i s shr ine stands there . These three 
suf is of eminence introduced to Malwa the sufi philosophy, 
1. Siyarul Auliya, pp.286-87 as quoted in Tarikh-i-Mashaikh-i-
Chisht, Nizami KA, 1953, pp.213-1214. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Siyarul Auliya, pp.197-98; Gulzar-i-Abrar, pp.581-82, I I I 
as quoted in Tarikh-i-Mashaikh-i-Chisht, p.214. 
^. Gulzar-i-Abrar, p.127. 
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organisational methodology and way of life as well as the 
distinctive role of the Chishti saints to prop gate the 
spiritual elevation of mankind and the principles of human 
love and amity. Later on some other Chishti saints like 
Qazi Ishaque propogated and popularised the silsilah . He 
counted sultan Alauddin Mahmud (d. 1475 A. D. ) as one of his 
disciples. 
The sultans of Malwa were greatly attached to the 
Chishti saints and the shrines of Ajraer and Nagaur and 
patronised the famous sufis of Nagaur, such as Khwaja Husain 
Nagaurl though the latter had refused to migrate to Mandu, 
the capital of the sultans of Malwa. But after Ajmer was 
occupied by the Rana of Mewar, the sons of Khwaja Muinuddin 
2 
Khwurd took up residence in Mandu . He was fourth in line 
from the great saint, Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti, Khwaja 
Muinuddin Khurd was a disciple of Shaikh Nasiruddin Mahmud. 
One of his sons, named Shaikh Qutubuddin had migrated to 
Mandu. 
AJmer, the seat of Chishti silsilah and its influence 
over the populace passed again into Malwa's control when in 
1455 sultan Mahmud Khalji(1436-69) reconquered it and he 
consolidated his rule over Ajmer. He patronised Chishti saints 
1, Gulzar-i-Abrar, p,12? (cf. Tarikh-i-Mashaikhi- Chisht, 
p.214. 
2. A History of Sufism in India, A.A.Rizvi, Vol.1, p. 275. 
and shrines, both at Mandu and AJmer, particularly Shaikh 
Qutubuddin and Shaikh Bayazid . Akbar had taken over control 
over the Khanqah of AJmer . 
Another Chishti saint oi' eminence in Malwa was Shah 
Miyanji. A desciple of a Rhalifah of Saiyid Muhammad Gesu 
2 
Daraz had been Miyanji's Pir who lived for 120 years . He 
used to avoid human contacts for periods of six months and 
subsisted on only water or syrup. The Qazi of Mandu attempted 
to force the Shah to conform to the outer forms of shariah 
including observance of congregational prayers but the Shah 
refused to associate with others, even for the purpose of 
congregational prayers . 
Another great saint of Chishti affiliation in Malwa 
was Shaikh Ahmad f-1 jid Shaibani. He came from Narnol and 
settled at Mandu during the reign of sultan Mahmud Khalji, 
when Shaikh Mahmud Dehlawi was the Shaikhul Islam . He had 
displeased the latter by his forthright expositions in pointing 
out his blunders in congregational prayers. The Shaikh was 
incensed at *.he custom of prostration before the rulers intro-
duced by the Malwa sultans. He left Mandu to settle at AJmer 
1. A History of Sufism in India, A.A.Rizvi, I, p. 275. 
2. Ibid, pp.275-76. 
3. Ibid, p. 276 
A. Ibid., pp.276-77. 
-91-
and then went to Nagaur in 1516 A. a when Rana Sanga occupied 
Ajmer and died there in 1521 . 
In fact the atmosphere at the court of Mandu did not 
favour Chishti independence of character and the domineering 
attitude of the kings and influence of the Ularaa was resented 
by them . 
The Shattari Silsilah found sound base in Malwa and the 
Sufis of Shattari ordelr gained a large number of followers in 
Malwa. Among the prominent Shattari saints of Malwa was Shah 
Abdullah. The information about his early career is little 
known. He was brrn somewhere around Bukhara-^ . He was taught 
by a Suhrawardi Sufi Saiyid All Muwahhid at Azerbayjan . He 
was an adept in the Sharia as well as in the Tariqa and Haqiqa, 
He migrated from Azerbayjan and reached India early in the 
fifteenth century. 
From there we notice him in Manikpur and Jaunpur, At 
Jaunpur he initiated Shaikh Hafiz Jaunpuri. He also met Saiyid 
5 
Mohammad Ashraf Jahangir Samnani . Shah Abdullah .ffered 
challenge to the local saints either to teach him or be taught 
1. Ibid, p. 276. 
2. Ibid, pp.276-77 
3. A.A,Rizvi, A History of Sufism In India, Vol. 11, p. 152, 
A. Ibid, p.152. 
5. Ibid, p.153. 
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by him. Shaikh Muhammad Ala, a g rea t Bengali Sufi did not 
pay heed to h i s challenge and rep l i ed tha t the s a i n t s from 
Fars and Khurasan had often arr ived with outlandish claims. 
1 
Being disappointed he arr ived in Malwa . 
In Malwa he was received with warm welcome by the 
Sultan and remained in Mandu u n t i l h i s death under royal 
favour and patronage which provided him opportunity to en-
2 hance h is p res t ige and fame * He wrote in Malwa a t r e a t i s e 
e n t i t l e d the Lataif-i-Ghaibiyah dealing with a b s t r a c t 
philosophy and dedicated i t to Sultan Ghiyasuddin . 
Shah Abdullah died in 1485 and was burried in Mandu 
south of the tombs of the Khalji Sultans of Malwa. Shaikh 
Hafiz Jaunpuri was his khalifah a t Jaunpur and had made a 
large number of d i s c ip l e s . One of h i s eminent Khalifahs of 
Shaikh Hafiz Jaunpuri was Shaikh Buddhan Sha t t a r i , a descen-
dant of Shah Abdullah. 
There was another Sha t t a r i Sufi Shaikh Bahauddin(d.1515-
1516). He arr ived in Mandu to s e t t l e there in h is old age and 
was or ig ina l ly a Qadriyya. But when he f ina l ly entered the 
Sha t t a r i s i l s i l a h he was i n i t i a t e d by Shaikh Buddhan Sha t t a r i ^ . 
1. Gulzar-i-Abrar, f f .92a-b. 
2. Gulzar-i-Abrar, f. 92b. 
3. Shahan-i-Malwa, p. 93. 
4. A. A.Rizvi, A History of Sufism In India , Vol, I I , p. 155. 
5. Ibid, p. 155. 
-95-
His p res t ige was enhanced by h i s composition of a short 
t r e a t i s e e n t i t l e d Risa la - i -Sha t ta r iyya . He believed l i k e 
Na;)muddin Kubra^ t h a t the ways of God were as numerous as 
the breaths of h is c rea tures , but t h a t three ways(those 
of akhyar, abrar , sha t t a r ) were pre-eminently super ior . 
Shaikh Lad, a lso known as Shaikh Wududullah S h a t t a r i , 
son of Shaikh Maruf Siddiqui was the d i sc ip le of Shaikh 
Mohammad Ghaus and spent about twelve years under the 
guidance of Shaikh Muhammad Ghaus . When his P i r migrated 
to Gujarat he came to be s e t t l ed in Ashta, a v i l l age in Malwa. 
When Akbar c o n q u a ^ Malwa in 1561 his Afhan d i sc ip les became 
dispersed and therefore he l e f t Ashta for Khande i. Shaikh 
4 
Lad died at the age of more then hundred in 1585 • 
Another Shattari saint Shaikh Ahmad Mutawakkll arrived 
to live in UJjain during the reign of Afghan ruler Sher Shah. 
He lived on food offerings from the residents of the town. 
He died in 1589-90^. 
A disciple of Shaikh Ahmad Ghaus and a Khalifah of 
Shaikh Sadruddin Zakir, Shaikh Zuhuruddin Mahmud bin Jalal of 
1. A. A.Rizvi, A History of Sufism In India, Vol.1, pp. 94-95, 
2. Ibid, p.95. 
5. Gulzar-i-Abrar, f.220b-2la, 
U, Ibid, f .220b-2la. 
5. Gulzar-i-Abrar, f,221b. 
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Gujarat s t - r t e d his a c t i v i t i e s a t Mandu. He obtained author i ty 
from h i s P i r to i n i t i a t e d i sc ip les t he re . He was also a patron 
of Shaikh Muhammad GhauaL S h a t t a r l , the author of Gulzar-i~Abrar . 
One of the famous d isc ip les of Shaikh Muhammad Arif was 
Shaikh Isa . He t r ave l l ed Mandu, Gwalior and Agra to study with 
2 
a number of Sha t t a r i Sufis and scholars . He died in 1621-22 . 
One more important Sha t t a r i sufi of the oeriod under 
review in Malwa was Shaikh Muhammad Ghavisi Sha t t a r i of Mandu. 
His father was Shaikh Hasan who was the son of Musa Sha t t a r i . 
Muhammad Ghausi was born in Mandu. He received h i s i n t i a l 
education in the maktab of Shaikh Karaaluddin Qureshi in Mandu. 
Shaikh Ghausi was a great scholar and wrote the book 
It. 
Gulzax^i-Abrar between 1611 and 1615. As a Sha t t a r i nimself. 
Shaikh Ghausi zelously describes Sha t t a r i sa in t s and gives 
important de t a i l s about the l i ve s of seventeenth century Sufis 
in general , most of whom were h is contemporaries • The Shaikh's 
re la t ions with h i s contemporary su f i s were more f. a t e m a l and 
therefore he could eas i ly enable to obtain valuable informa-
t ions about t h e i r l i ve s and thought. 
1. Ibid, p.167. 
2. A.A.Rlzvi, A History of Sufism In India, Vol.11, p.168. 
5. A. A. Rizvi, A History of Sufism In India, Vol.11, p. 26. 
4. Vide Gulzar-i-Abrar. 
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There also developed Qadriyya order in Malwa but it 
could not gain strength as the Shattari silsilah. One of 
the earliest Qadri saint to settle in Malwa at Mandu was 
Shaikh Bahauddin. He was originally a Shattari and wrote a 
treatise on the discipline of Shattari order as mentioned 
earlier in the discussion ofthe Shattari saints. He too was 
initiated Into the Qadri order by a saint in Mecca. He died 
in ^5^5-^6^, 
Qazi Abdul Qadir, a Qadri saint was a khalifa of Shah 
Abdur Razzaq Jhanjhana and a nephew of Shaikh Amanullah. 
After making a Journey to Mecca, Medina and Jerusalam he 
returned to Inditi and settled at UJJain and later on migrated 
to Sarangpur . 
A famous Qadri saint Shaikh Abdul Haq was initiated 
into the Qadri Silsilah by Shaikh Musa. After leaving Delhi, 
Shaikh Abdul Haq travelled through Malwa and Gujarat in the 
year 1586-87. He stayed in UJJain with Mirza Aziz Koka, the 
governor of Malwa and at Mandu was the guest of Shaikh 
Muhammad Ghausi Shattari'. 
Thus the arrival and settling of Sufi saints in Malwa 
prospered the spiritual life of the people and they came to 
1. Akhbar-ul-Akhyar, pp.198-200. 
2 . A.A.Rizvi , A Hi s to ry of Sufism In I n d i a , V o l . 1 1 , p . 7 3 , 
3. I b i d , p . 8 4 . 
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them for receiving education and for the remedy of their 
problems. Even the Sultans became the followers of the Sufis 
and made proper arrangements for their livelihood and patro-
nised them fully. This respect and patronisation attracted a 
large number of Sufis to settle in Malwa. 
The saints of these principal orders who flourished in 
Malwa enriched the life and cultural heritage of the people 
and ushered in an atmosphere of common brotherhood among the 
people of all communities. The sufis believed in the gospel 
of common brotherhood, amity and understanding and the doctrine 
of love and pacifism. Their presence was mainly instrumental 
in generating a feeling of kinship and elevation of man to a 
higher spiritual plane. 
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